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Bathampton Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th., September, 2018          

 in the Village Hall, Bathampton
                   
Present: Cllrs. M. Brennan, G.Ardrey, J.Bird, L.King and D.Mayo.                
              District Councillor G. Ward also attended.                                                
1.  Apologies:  These were received from Cllrs. S.Andrews and J.Helps, 
                                                                                            
2  Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Bird declared that as she lived next door to 62
Warminster Road, she would not take part in any discussions concerning the 
footpath between Nos. 62 & 63..

3.  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th.,July, 2018 had been circulated.

Following the deletion of the words “back the tree”  in line 4 of Matters Arising, 
Cllr, King seconded by the Cllr. Ardrey, proposed that the Minutes, be accepted.
Carried unanimously.        

4. Matters Arising
Cllr. Mayo was reminded that he should be spending the Community 

Empowerment Grant as we have to report to B. & N.E.S.Council soon how it has
been spent.                                                                                                                D.M.

The chairman asked if the Clerk emails sent to 
clerk@bathamptonparishcouncil.org  were coming through to him. The answer 
was “yes” , but if he replied the reply had his previous email address attached.
Cllr. Mayo said that it could be changed if he brought the lap top in to him.       CLERK

5. Finance
a)  Approval of the Financial Report for July & August, 2018

The report had been circulated. It was queried how many plants were
supplied by Mr. Ron Taylor and where they were used. The Clerk and Cllr Helps
 to investigate.                                                                                                    CLERK/J.H.
The Report was proposed for approval by the Cllr. Bird and seconded by 
Cllr.King. Carried unanimously.
b)  Approval of Expenditure for September,2018
  The Clerk reported that three invoices had been received this month as 
follows:-
Canal & River Trust         Annual Rent – Jubilee Gardens            £  75.40(+VAT)
Bath & N.E.S. Council     Printing of Newsletter                            £ 119.00
Bath Garden Machinery   Servicing grass cutting machinery       £   49.00(+VAT)

The latter invoice had a note saying that the mower was obsolete and 
could not be repaired. The Clerk will find out which one of our two mowers it is
and remove it from the Assets List.                                                                       CLERK

Cllr. Ardrey, seconded by Cllr.Bird, proposed  that these invoices be
paid. Carried  unanimously.                                                                                   CLERK

Cont’d…
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5. Finance(Cont’d.)
c)   Clerk's Report   

The Clerk had received  a copy of a letter sent by the Chairman of the 
Harbutts Residents’ Association to  our M.P. Jacob Rees-Mogg and to the Public
Transport Officer in B.& N.E.S. Council. This was brought about by the 
withdrawal of the bus service. Basically, he says that the residents depend upon 
the bus service more especially now that the shop and post office have closed.
He asks that public transport be re-instated along the route of the No. 12.

Royal Mail have written to draw attention to the action recipients of scam 
mail can take to report it. A notice is being put in the noticeboard.

6) On Going Items
a)  Placemaking Plan

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Ardrey for all the work he has done on 
updating the Snapshot Character Summary and list of assets. He would make 
some minor alterations following comments from Cllr. King. Councillors agreed
that these documents could them be sent to B.& N.E.S.Council by the Clerk.     CLERK 
b) 19 Down Lane
             It now appears that the wall which was demolished was only built 
around ten years ago and paid for by the previous owner so we will not pursue 
this any further. However, the owner still has her car parked in the allotment 
parking area and the building work is almost finished.                                           
c) Footpath alongside 62 Warminster Road

Cllrs. Brennan, Helps and the Clerk met with the owner of No.62. The 
owner( with his house deeds) showed us where the boundary of his property 
is. In order to prevent any misunderstanding of who cuts the low growth and 
the hedge, he agreed to maintain both himself in future. Accordingly, the Clerk 
informed Cllr. Mayo so that the volunteers would not be involved any longer. 
The Clerk also emailed Cheryl Hannan(B.& N.E.S.council) to say not to
maintain the hedge any longer.                                                                          
d) Maintenance of Street lights

The Clerk summarised the replies which he had received from Chapel 
Row residents to his letter explaining the position in regard to the two street 
lights in their area. No one was in favour of L.E.D. lights  Four out of six replies
were happy to see the lights removed. One wanted to keep them and one was 
undecided but wondered if they could be turned off for a trial period. The Clerk 
said that he is endeavouring to fix a meeting with Mr.A.Johns(S.S.E.) and Cllr. 
Andrews to talk about a Maintenance Agreement. He will ask if the lights
could be switched off fo a trial period.                                                                   CLERK
e) Avon Wildlife & the Meadows

District Cllr. Ward said that B.& N.E.S. Council is holding back a little 
but he was hopeful that an agreement can be reached and the area become a 
nature reserve. 
f) The proposed Conker Crossing

Cllrs Brennan, King and Helps had met with the architect and Fiona 
Powell.  There has been some redesign of the ramp on the school side with 
the off slope now facing the other way.  This was in response to feedback from
the community consultation and from BANES, CRT etc. It has been made 
wider and some steps have been added. It is still dependent on sufficient 
funding. The next step is a Planning Application.                               Cont’d……
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6) On Going Items(Cont’d.)
g) Proposed Clean Air Zone

Our response to this has been submitted.  The proposals are very light 
on the detail but it does appear that there will be a charge per day and not per 
journey. This is very early days and it may not come about for another two 
years.
h) Network Rail Site

Prior to the meeting, a resident had come and informed us of the latest 
situation.  Frequent lorry movements are still going on and not only during the 
day. This is more than the ten movements per year which they had agreed to at 
the meeting in the school. Also, they have not replaced the hedge which they 
also agreed to do.
I) Illegal Encampments
    a)  Tyning Road opposite the school.  Eventually, a court order was obtained 
and the man was moved on but we are not sure that he has gone very far.
    b)   Bottom end of the old plate railway track near the Dry Arch It now appears
that this man has died, but there is still activity on the site, possibly next-of-kin 
clearing it?
c)  By the Canal near to the Parish western boundary  Cllr.Ardrey reported that 
there appears to be a boat on dry land which is being lived in.
j)  Bus Service

An emergency service was arranged by B.& N.E.S. Council to cover 
September. An eleven month contract has been awarded to First Bus but with 
only a one hour service. This starts in October.
k)  Recruitment of New Clerk

The Chairman said that we have had two applications and the two 
candidates were invited to observe the meeting this evening. They have both 
attended. It was agreed that the interviews would take place on next Monday, 
24th.,September.

7)  Group Reports
 a) Planning & Conservation Group  .  

The report had been circulated.
Cllr. King said that we have concerns about the size of the two storey 

side extension at 9 Kennet Park but otherwise we had no objection.
A revised application was received for 25 Holcombe Lane.(The former 
hairdressers). They have deleted a seating area out on the pavement, which 
we are pleased about. We have also received an application for 72 
Warminster Road. They wish to replace a garage with entrance steps, cycle 
store and car port(with electric car charging point).

We have received notification that we will be receiving a C.I.L.payment 
and the first instalment of three will be over £3000. This is for the 
development of two houses at Woodside.(Planning Application No.
16/ 03511/FUL). We are surprised by the amount and understand there are 
rules concerning what it can be spent on.

Cllr. King reported that the former Bathampton Footpaths Association had
accumulated funds from the sale of their Bathampton Walks Booklet and they
asked if the Parish Council was happy for them to be donated to the Friends 
of Bathampton Meadows. There was unanimous agreement that the funds 
should go to the Meadows.

  Cont’d.
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7)  Group Reports(Cont’d.)
b)  Highwa  ys Group  

A short report had been received from Cllr. Andrews. There is still no sign
of any work being done to repair the damaged wall on the Warminster Road just
west of our Parish boundary. Nor has anything been done by Highways England
to remove the build-up of soil on the footpaths.

The Chairman mentioned that several of the houses in The Chestertons 
which back on to the Warminster Road have allowed their rear hedges to grow 
over the footpath. The Clerk was asked to write to them and remind them of 
their responsibility to keep their hedges cut back and not to overhang the
footpath.                                                                                                               CLERK

The Clerk then mentioned that he had received a phone call from a 
resident of Down Lane. A lorry had hit his wall and he wondered if double yellow
lines could be installed in Down Lane opposite the end of Devonshire Road.
This prompted discussion about Highway problems in general. Cllr. King said 
that she would look out what was agreed with Kelvin Packer (B.& N.E.S. 
Highways Dept.) and send it to the Highways Group (S.A. & J.B.)

c) Footpaths                                                                       
Cllr. Mayo reported that the second cut of the undergrowth was done 

during July. A more thorough cut had been done by B.& N.E.S. on the footpath 
from the Dry Arch down to the canal.                                                                     

d)    Leisure & Amenities Group     
          The report had been circulated. In the absence of Cllr. Helps, the Clerk 
said that there are several areas of the allotment boundary which require
attention as well as the plum trees mentioned in the report.

e) Communications  
There was nothing to report.

f)  Policy & Finance
          The report was circulated.

The Chairman reminded the councillors of the deadline for copy for the 
Newsletter.which is 26th.,October.

All other items mentioned in the report have been covered under “Matters 
Arising”.

8.   Open Forum 
It was mentioned that a “No Parking” sign had been put up in Downside 

Close and it was questioned whether it was a private, unadopted road. The
Clerk said that he would phone one of the residents and enquire.                        CLERK

Cllr. Ardrey had attended the B.& N.E.S. Area  meeting of A.L.C.A.  He 
said that A.L.C.A. is funded solely by subscriptions and the training fees for 
courses run by the Secretary. He said that topics covered were the Parish 
Charter (B.&.N.E.S. not listening!),  road sweeping, verge cutting and rural 
transport, all of which B.& N.E.S. should be responsible for.

The A.L.C.A. A.G.M is on 6th.,October.
Cllr. Ardrey concluded by asking if  a note could be included in the 

Newsletter about dogs on the playing field. This was agreed.

  Cont’d.
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9.  Date of Next Meeting 

            Thursday,18th.,October, 2018        
    at 7.30p.m. in the Village Hall

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.20 pm.

Signed……………………….

18th.,October, 2018        






