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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

 
!!! ANNUAL PARISH MEETING !!!

 
 

Important date for your diary – Thursday 24 May, 7.30 in the Village Hall.  Come and 
hear what the Parish Council has been up to.  We are hoping to have an interesting speaker 
from Wessex Water on the topical subject of water supplies in the Bath area.  There will, as 
usual, be a glass of wine and some nibbles afterwards.
 
Website
 
The Bathampton Parish Council website is now up & running – you can find it at 
www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
 
Village of the Year Competition
 
Once again we are entering the CPRE Competition.  Cllr. Kate Jones is leading our bid and 
anyone seeking to help should contact Kate on 422870. 
 
Footpaths
 
The Parish Council intends to sign up to a B&NES scheme under which we receive an 
annual sum of money and undertake certain routine footpath maintenance tasks ourselves 
rather than their being done by B&NES.  Cllr. David Mayo is taking the lead and has already 
recruited some volunteers.  If you are interested in helping please contact David on 466875.
 
History
 
Don Smith, our Clerk, whilst sorting out his files has discovered Parish Council Minutes going 
back to 1941 and cash books back to 1955.  These have been gladly accepted on loan to the 
B&NES Archivist (Tel: 477421) and can be inspected by making an appointment 
 
 
Tony McCann
 

http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk


Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
Bathampton Parish Council has joined forces with Parish Councils at Bathford and 
Batheaston to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to come together and celebrate this 
magnificent event. 
 
A series of events have been planned during the official Jubilee weekend of 2nd - 5th June and 
will continue throughout the month. Look out for the official ‘Jubilee Programme’ which will be 
available shortly, and which will list events, dates, times etc. 
 
Notable dates for residents of Bathampton are the Jubilee Fete on 16th June from 2pm to 
be held on Bathampton Primary School Playing Fields. The last time that the Parish Council 
and Bathampton School joined forces to organise the Kennet & Avon Bicentenary Celebration 
in 2010, it had tremendous support from Bathampton residents. For this very special Jubilee 
Fete, there will be something to delight everyone; music, refreshments, family fun and 
entertainment. Save the date! 
 
On Sunday 17th June 2pm, there will be a cricket match on King Edward Playing Fields  
between Bathampton and Bathford. Refreshments will be available and spectators are very 
welcome.
 
If you would like to support your local Jubilee Celebrations, please contact Sue Christley on 
01225 338116 or at suechristley@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 
Leisure & Amenities Mike Richards
  
Jubilee Garden
Since the last edition, the fencing by the George has been renewed and the bench by the tree 
renovated. Still nothing to report concerning the future of the fitter’s hut. So once again should 
there be any interest, please respond to a member of the Parish Council.
 
Allotments
There is lot of activity as most allotment holders come out of hibernation and get going with 
the spring planting and sowing. Many plots are looking good and two new members are 
enthusiastically developing their ground. The annual contract for grass cutting has been 
renewed with BaNES and the new growth has had its first cut, much to everyone’s relief.
The planned groundwork by the lower entrance has been partly done. However, the final 
finish is on hold as some fresh ideas are being explored for the most economical solution to 
park a few cars off the road. 
 
Playground and playing field.  
Basic repairs have been carried out to some play equipment and surfaces. 
 
Other areas
Soon plants will be ready for the volunteers who are looking after the local flower planters.
A new notice has been obtained to give further direction to the shops from the top of Dark 
Lane and will be erected soon.
 
 
Planning and Conservation Report Lin King and Susanne Wing
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Raft Café
There has been confusion over who applies for retrospective planning permission discussed 
in previous newsletters but we know now that it should be David Howard. We look forward to 
receiving the application.
 
Mobile home 
The retrospective planning application for the mobile home and smallholding on the parcel of 
land by the canal at the bottom of Meadow Lane was refused. 
 
New Leaf Farm (with holiday cottages, alongside the river)  
The application made for a permanent dwelling for an agricultural worker (to replace the 
temporary dwelling which is currently in place) was refused.
 
Bathampton School  
Plans are still in hand to further extend the school so that it can take in more pupils, but the 
application to re-locate the temporary classroom has been withdrawn. The proposed location 
for the classroom is where the pond and wildlife area are at the moment, and the aim is to 
properly re-locate the pond before moving the classroom. 
 
Hampton Cottage
The application to use a room as a physiotherapy treatment room has also been withdrawn.
 
Bathampton Farm
 An application has been made for a ‘Certificate of Lawfulness for Existing Use’ which aims 
to ‘legalise’ the existing use of an ex-barn as dwelling. We have no objection in principle, but 
we think an application should be made for retrospective PP
Any of these applications and our comments, along with others’ comments, can be seen on 
the B&NES Planning website by following the link at http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/BathNES
 
 
 
Highways Group Sue Christley, Kate Jones and Keith Rossiter
 
 A36
The Valley Parishes Alliance (9 parishes including Bathampton) held its second meeting with 
the Highways Agency to discuss A36 safety and maintenance issues.  The HA has agreed 
to examine its operating procedures with a view to allowing community participation in any 
future A36 design projects.  At the present time, A36 improvement schemes are designed, 
evaluated and prioritised nationally without any local community input.  We expect to receive 
confirmation of the new procedure at our next meeting in August.
 
The promised ‘A36 Non-motorised users study’, which had been delayed due to lack of 
funding, is now to go ahead. The HA has obtained funding and there will be VPA involvement 
in this study. Specific Bathampton objectives include a ‘safe route to school’ across the A36;  
safe crossing points at either end of the village;  and safety improvements at the Down Lane 
and Bathampton Lane junctions.
 
Whilst the HA has now confirmed that the existing temporary Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) 
at the western end of the village – slowing traffic prior to the Bathampton Lane junction - is to 
be made permanent, there are no plans in the next four years to install a second VAS at the 
eastern end of the village – ahead of the Down Lane junction.
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The Parish Council regards this as a serious omission and is not prepared to wait any 
longer for the installation of this second VAS.    We have the right under the Highways Act – 
section 274A – to fund in part or in whole the cost of this installation.    The HA has agreed to 
cooperate with us and design and cost a second VAS.   When we have this costing, we will 
seek to share the cost with the HA and/or B&NES, but if this is not possible the Parish Council 
will consider whether it is in position to fund the entire cost of the installation.

 
Canal
HRH, The Prince of Wales, is to become the first Patron of the new Canal & River Trust, the 
body being set up to care for the historic canals and rivers of England and Wales.   Launch of 
the CRT has been delayed until this summer, when it will take over the waterways, museums 
and properties of British Waterways and The Waterways Trust in England and Wales.   It 
will be among the UK’s biggest charities, with responsibility for 2,000 miles of canals, rivers, 
docks and reservoirs, along with museums, archives and the country’s third largest collection 
of protected historic buildings.
 
The Valley Parishes Alliance continues to press for a seat on the K&A Local Partnership 
Board.   The role of this board is to give local people a greater say about how the canal 
should be looked after.   While the day-to-day management will be carried out by Canal & 
River Trust staff, the LPB will advise the K&A manager on local opportunities and issues, and 
help to get the community involved with the Trust.
 
 
 

 



Village News and Events
 
Please let Jan Helps know if you would like anything included in this section
 
Bathampton Gardeners Association
Do you attend the flower show every year? do you think the gardener’s hut and the show are 
an integral and important aspect of village life? If so, could you help to keep it going? This 
year, 4 committee members are retiring which leaves the association very short of people to 
help with organising the flower show and the hut. With a lack of people to help, this is likely to 
be the last year that the show takes place. If you would like to contribute your ideas and skills, 
or just find out more, please give Ken Jefferies a call on 460800 
 
Bathampton Pre-School Playgroup
The Playgroup is looking for a new Chair from September 2012.  This is an exciting 
opportunity to contribute to the success of our long established Playgroup, and play an 
important role within the community.  The Chair is in charge of the overall management of 
the setting so a background in organisation or childcare would be an advantage although not 
essential as a thorough handover will be carried out.  For further details please contact Sally 
Hedges on 07739 644155 or 01225 484081.
 
Village Hall AGM
The Village Hall AGM is on Thursday 3rd May 2012 at 7.30 pm in the Hall. 
All welcome. 
Please note change of date from 10th May to 3rd May due to unforeseen circumstances.
 
Dry Arch Growers
The AGM will take place in the village hall small room on Wednesday 10th May at 7.30. Thank you 
to all who supported our horse ploughing event. Ben was very tired and full of carrots by the end 
of the day. Just like the allotment owners we are busy growing and looking forward to a summer of 
locally produced veg. Vounteer days are Thursday afternoons and Sundays so come and visit and 
see what we are up to. All visitors and new members are welcome. During the coming months, we will 
be designating the last Sunday of the month as a special work day and social. Look out for posters or 
check the blog at www.dryarchgrowers.co.uk. There are lots of ways to become involved If you would 
like to become a member, and receive a regular supply of vegetables, please contact Hannah Isaac 
on 07766 876918 or email hanzibar1@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
If you would like to publicise any activities or 
events of interest to Bathampton Residents 
please contact Tony McCann or any of the 
Parish Councillors who will be happy to pass 
them on for inclusion in the next newsletter.
Contact details:
Sue Christley 338116
Kate Jones 422870 
Lin King 460998
David Mayo 466875
Tony McCann 423230
Mike Richards 466757
Keith Rossiter 426127
Susanne Wing   465359

 
Village Hall Bookings
Sarah Fudge Tel: 460196
 
Newsletter Editor
Jan Helps can be contacted on
 
Telephone: 01225 336656
E.mail: j.s.helps@talk21.com
 
Please let Jan Helps know if there are 
changes to any of the information in
 “What’s on in Bathampton”
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