Bathampton Parish Council
Newsletter January 2015

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

22! YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU !

On Thursday 7 May there will not only be a General Election and elections for
B&NES Council but also elections for Parish Councils.

Despite the welcome arrival of Nick Land, who lives on the Warminster Road,
Bathampton Parish Council currently has 8 members against an official quota of
9. Of the 8, 2 (including me) will not be standing for election in May.

We therefore need several new Parish Councillors. It is an enjoyable job with a
very pleasant group of people and makes an important contribution to the
smooth running of our community.

Please take a moment to consider whether you might stand
for the Parish Council.

If you would like to know more please give me a ring on 423230. Before the
closing date for nominations, which is Tuesday 9 April, there are 2 more Parish
Council meetings on Thursday 19 February and Thursday 19 March. Both will
take place at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Why not come along and find out what we do?

Tony McCann

Help Needed!!

We need someone to deliver this newsletter to about 30 houses on the south side of
Warminster Road (lots of steps involved!). If you would like to help with this —the
newsletter comes out just 4 times a year — please contact Christine McCann on 423230
or tandcmccann@waitrose.com
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Planning and Conservation Report  Lin King and George Ardrey, and
Susanne Wing (co-opted)

Jewsons Yard (The Old Timber Yard) 15 New Houses
Final details of layout/design are still awaited.

Previous M.O.D. Site, Warminster Road — 201 Dwellings (including affordable housing) -
now 206 dwellings

The further revised plans are to be considered by council committee on 11 February as
B&NES are minded to REFUSE, due to architectural missgivings and its encroachment into
the neighbouring greenspace, both of which the Parish Council OBJECTED. Another major
factor is the consequent view from across the valley. We have also reiterated our concerns
over the single access onto/from Warminster Road.

Canal Boat decking
We are awaiting the BANES and CRT continued investigation into the unauthorised decking
and planting alongside a boat moored on the canal, near to the Raft Café.

Carisbrooke Bathampton Lane (overlooking the canal) — Rebuild in contemporary style
In principle, the Parish Council did not object, but made suggestions on positioning, colour
and roof foliage. The application has now been approved.

University/Bathampton Parish Boundary (beside golf course) — New car park

The revised plans reroute the proposed road access away from the boundary and so away
from the ancient bridle path; they also show fewer spaces for cars in response to the local
nursery’s objection. The Parish Council had no objections.

Old Post Office High Street — Change of use to a dwelling with internal and window
alterations The Parish Council had no objections.

Old Rectory Bathampton Lane — Replace front door and raise front wall height
The Parish Council OBJECTED to the raising of the front wall as detrimental to the views from
the road.

Batheaston/Bathampton Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge and track.

Bathampton and Batheaston are working together to agree with BANES what can be done to
improve the site and where responsibility will lie. We will also discuss planting of hedging and
trees and possible placing of benches; we also hope for better signage at the exit onto Mill
Lane.

New Leaf Farm

Permission was previously given for temporary accommodation for an agricultural worker and
various applications have been submitted for permanent accommodation and have been
refused. An appeal was made against the decision and the hearing took place on 13th Jan.
The Parish Council attended the hearing to support the application. We await the inspector’s
decision.

This quarter the Parish Council has also received other applications; details of all planning
matters, including our comments and others’, can be found at http://www.bathnes.gov.uk .
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Highways Group Moira Brennan, David Mayo and Kate Jones

Night time closures A36

The Highways Agency have told us of the need for night-time closures on the A36 south of its
junction with Brassknocker Hill to allow some unsafe trees to be removed. From Monday 26
January 2015 there will be four night-time closures for tree cutting, followed by four weeks of
off-peak night-time traffic control by signals to enable necessary geotechnical work. There will
be no weekend closures.

A36 closure between Hantone and Brassknocker hill

The Highways Agency have also advised us that the closure of the A36 between Hantone Hill
and Brassknocker Hill is planned to commence on the 2nd of March 2015. The closure will
last 16 weeks.

The work will deal with slipping of the ground underneath the road north of the petrol station
at Monkton Combe. The consequence of the slipping can be seen in long cracks in the
surface on the edge of the road.

These essential works to stop the road deteriorating further will include the provision of a
reinforced concrete pillar below the ground to stabilise the road, putting in a new steel barrier
and repairing the road surface.

Due to the size of the equipment being used to pin the road it will be necessary to close the
A36 to through traffic. There will be a signed diversion in place for large vehicles via the
A350. Vehicles under 7.5 tonne can continue to use Brassknocker Hill and there will be
access from Bathampton to Claverton and the University.

We will put any updates we receive on the Parish Council website as we receive them.
Canal

The Canal & River Trust are recruiting Volunteer Towpath Mooring Rangers

Volunteers are being sought who can help monitor visitor moorings and help provide boaters
with valuable details on where moorings are available and how long boaters can stay as well
as where the nearest facilities are located and how they can find out more helpful information.
You will help record and input important information on boats using the visitor moorings. Find
out more at https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteering/opportunity/OPP0002207/volunteer-
visitor-mooring-ranger-kennet-and-avon-various-locations-between-bath-and-devizes

The Canal & River Trust are also looking for local people to help organise spring clean ups
along the canal towpath. If you know a patrticular 'grot-spot' and would like to help C&RT to
tidy it up please contact the Kennet & Avon volunteer coordinator Steve Manzi email
Steve.Manzi@canalrivertrust.org.uk or call 07710 175278.

We will put these details on the Parish Council website.

Trains

Network Rail are holding a drop in session at the Guildhall from 4pm to 7.30pm on 2 February
to provide an update on the planned electrification of the railway. The works are likely to
affect anyone who needs to use the Great Western Mainline this summer between 18 July
and 31 August.
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Footpaths

The work to improve the surface of the bridleway leading upto Bathampton Down has been
completed and the path is far less boggy. Also, steps leading down to Grosvenor Bridge have
been improved.

If you have any comments or concerns about footpaths in and around the village, please use
Council Connect or contact Clir Mayo.

Leisure and Amenities Mike Richards

Jubilee Garden

The lengthman’s hut renovation is almost complete having had the masonry and roof repaired
by the Heritage volunteers of Canal & River Trust. New security fencing has been erected and
all that remains is for an information board to be fixed to the front wall by the door, all in all a
job done well to further enhance this historic area. A replacement litterbin is on order as the
base of the existing one has rusted away.

Allotments

Some changes have taken place on the allotments as a few long-term tenants call it a day.
Subject to the weather, it is now time to start the preparation of the plots for another year as
well as clearing away the winter debris. One plot remains available so if you know of anyone
in the village who may like to take it on, please let a Parish Councillor know.

Playground and Playingfield

Since the last Newsletter it is pleasing to write that a group of interested parents have come
forward to discuss a possible plan to update the playground and two meetings have been
held. ldeas will include consultation and involvement with the community over the
requirements, and applying for available grants and sponsorship. Should any residents have
experience of funding application or bidding processes, and would like to take part, please
contact Alison Clark at ali-clark@hotmail.co.uk .

Once again complaints have been received about some people taking dogs into the playing
field. They are not allowed, as it is a children’s play area.

General Amenities

The Holcombe Lane Bus Shelter is set up although not as we had expected. B&NES have
been informed but it remains to be seen if it is altered in any way.

Several pathways are narrowed by foliage overhanging from front gardens and cutting back is
required as they cause obstruction to pedestrians.

After the weekly waste collection some stray litter remains and it would seem that any litter
beyond garden boundaries is left for ‘someone else’ to clear. Please care for the areas
around your domain and keep Bathampton tidy and even adopt a road. One considerate
person in the village goes around with a plastic sack and does just that; more should follow.
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Village News and Events

Please let Jan Helps know if you would like anything included in this section

Village Hall
The village hall is a great venue for one off events and is very reasonably priced. If you would
like to use the hall please contact the booking secretary on 01225 425085.

Following the demise of Carpet Bowls we now have a regular slot available in the hall
from 1.30 to 4pm on Fridays. If you would like to use the hall please contact the
booking secretary on 01225 425085.

Dry Arch Growers

Thank you to everyone who attended the Wassail and tree planting in January. We hope the
skill of the tree planters and the noise of the Wassail will encourage a bountiful harvest of
apples and pears in the future. If you would like to sponsor a tree and enjoy a share of the
harvest please use the following link or come and visit on Thursday mornings or Sundays

http://www.broadlandsorchardshare.org.uk/dry-arch-sponsorship.html

If you would like to publicise any activities or
events of interest to Bathampton Residents | Village Hall Bookings

please contact Tony McCann or any of the Mary Feddery Tel: 425085

Parish Councillors who will be happy to pass | bathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com
them on for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Contact details: Newsletter Editor

George Ardrey 424270 Jan Helps can be contacted on

Sarah Batterbury 07802 727244

Moira Brennan 313503 Telephone: 01225 336656

Nick Land 443925 E.mail: j.s.helps@talk21.com

Lin King 460998

David Mayo 466875 Please let Jan Helps know if there are
Tony McCann 423230 changes to any of the information in
Mike Richards 466757 “What’s on in Bathampton”

www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
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