
Bathampton Parish Council 
Newsletter January 2014 

 

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES 
 

 
Bathampton Housing Needs Survey 
 
The issue of “affordable” housing has been discussed many times in recent years.  The 
Parish Council have now agreed with the local social housing provider, Curo (which used to 
be Somer) to conduct a  survey of housing needs in the Parish.  With the next newsletter 
there will be a questionnaire about housing which we hope you will all fill in. 
 
B&NES Placemaking Plan 
 

As part of their Core Strategy, B&NES are compiling a Placemaking Plan which identifies 
potential sites for residential and business development.  Each Parish Council was asked to 
create a “Character Assessment” of the Parish including any rural surroundings and an 
assessment of any relevant sites within the Parish.  A working group of the Parish Council 
has created these documents using templates supplied by B&NES.  There are no identified 
residential development sites within the Parish (apart from Jewsons Yard which would be re-
use of a commercial site) but we have submitted assessments of 2 sites, the Miller Walk field 
and the Triangular Field, making it clear that  we wish them both to be preserved as green 
open spaces.  If the Housing Needs Survey (see above) reveals a need for social housing, 
Curo can use a “rural exceptions policy” under which it is permitted to build on Green Belt 
land immediately adjacent to the village. 
 
Council Connect 
 

With all the water sloshing about recently and new potholes appearing, a reminder that any 
matters to do with highways, rubbish collections, footpath problems etc., can be reported to 
the B&NES Council Connect service on 394041. They are usually prompt and helpful in their 
response. 
 
Parish Councillor needed 
 
We are still one short of our official quota of 9 Parish Councillors.  If you are interested in 
joining a lively group of people and doing useful things for the Parish, please give me a ring 
on 423230. 
 

 
Tony McCann  

 



 
  
Planning and Conservation Report   Lin King, George Ardrey, Susanne Wing (co-
opted) 
 
Candywood Leys 
The application for long term single family traveller’s site status was permitted at BANES full 
Development Control Committee on 15th Jan by 5 votes to 3, with conditions. 
 
Park and Ride East of Bath 
A short list remains to be decided upon, awaiting revision of the Core Strategy under public 
consultation at http://www.bathnes.gov.uk . 
 
New Building at 63 Warminster Road 
The demolition and rebuild has been permitted by BANES with conditions which incorporate 
the Parish Council’s reasons for objecting. 
 
15 New Houses at Jewsons Yard (The Old Timber Yard) 
Following the applicants’ public presentation at the village hall in August, the formal 
application for outline planning permission has been made. The Parish Council have objected 
to this application mainly on the grounds of distance from the village and access along Tyning 
Road. We have now recently also received a detailed application which covers separately the 
access to the site, which is being reviewed. 
 
Batheaston/Bathampton Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge 

Work continues despite the floods) on the bridge and new route from Batheaston over the 

River Avon, skirting Bathampton Meadows and exiting onto Mill Lane at New Leaf Farm 

entrance. 

This quarter the Parish Council have also received  many  applications for Tree Work; details 
of all planning matters, including our comments and others’, can be found at 
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk . 
 
 
 
 
Leisure and Amenities      Mike Richards  

 

Jubilee Garden 
This time last year the area was covered in a blanket of snow.  
Two years ago there were talks about the ‘fitter’s hut’ being renovated. 
Last year British Waterways became the Canal & Rivers Trust and on and off talks continued. 
Hopefully, after a recent meeting, we await a response regarding possible plans to improve 
this area as their Heritage people think there is a case for retaining the ‘lenghtman’s hut’ and 
using it to promote and provide canal information. 
 
Allotments 
It is quite a dormant period as most crops are harvested and the wet weather has disrupted 
preparation plans for the year so far. We would welcome more Bathampton residents to the 
waiting list, as the Parish allotments are first and foremost for our local community. Make a 
resolution for 2014 to enjoy your own produce and vegetables! 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/


 
Playgroup and playing field 
Contrary to the last newsletter, there is a possibility of having the Seesaw repaired at an 
acceptable cost, which is good news compared to the price of a replacement unit. 
Further improvements to our playground are possible if a group of interested parents were to 
combine to discuss ideas. Then, provided a suitable plan is submitted, grants to fund any 
changes are available.  
 
General amenities 

St Nicholas Churchyard has seen the matching stone slabs installed around the monument to 
take the flower planters. This allows all the many notable plaques to be seen and read. 
 
The latest news from BaNES is that bus shelters for Holcombe Lane and St Georges Hill 
should be arriving in three months time. Meanwhile the relocation and marking of the 
Holcombe Lane bus stopping areas has occurred and left quite a few wondering whether 
‘bendy buses’ were coming to Bathampton! Apparently not as the dimensions are to satisfy 
the Transport Department’s latest guide-lines. 
 
We are grateful to Wild & Lye and to the Pulteney Street Practice who contributed towards the 
Christmas tree that was installed outside the Village Hall over the Christmas period. 
 
 
 
 
Highways Group                                              Moira Brennan, David Mayo and Kate Jones 

 
Highways 

The Highways Agency have resurfaced much of the pavement running alongside the A36. 
They have cut back soil and vegetation especially around the triangular field and the section 
backing onto Holcombe Close, and widened it where possible. 
 
There are several road improvement works that will affect traffic along the A36 over the next 
few months. Brassknocker Hill is due to be closed between 17-21 February so it can be 
resurfaced. The A36 is due to be closed between Hantone Hill and Brassknocker Hill between 
17 March - 30 June to allow for remedial work to prevent parts of the road from sliding down 
the hill. 
 
We have reported potholes on Down Lane and outside Warwick House on Bathampton Lane 
to B&NES who are planning on getting them patched as soon as possible. We have also 
reported potholes on St Georges Hill and along the A36 from Claverton to the Highways 
Agency but we don’t know when these will be fixed. We have reported blocked gullies on the 
south side of the A36. 
 
We have received several queries from people using the south side of the A36 regarding cars 
and a motorcycle parked on the pavement and causing an obstruction. We have contacted 
the owners to request they park their vehicles on their drives as it forces people onto the road 
at the bend. 
 
We have had several queries about parking issues outside Bathampton Primary School. The 
Police are doing their best to help the situation and attend when they can. They have been in 
contact with the Headmaster and are asking that a message is sent out to the parents 
regarding the issues. 



 
Canal 
 
The Canal & River Trust and Kennet & Avon (K&A) Waterways Partnership produced a 
Proposed Towpath Mooring Plan for The Kennet & Avon Canal west of Devizes to Bath last 
year. We asked former parish councillor Keith Rossiter, who contributed to the Plan, to look at 
it. He concluded it needed extensive revisions and is working on this. 
 
We are liaising with the Canal and River Trust regarding the state of Biffa Bins and fly-tipping 
on the canal opposite Tyning Road and we are continuing to monitor the situation. 
 
Footpaths 
The path between the end of Holcombe Lane and the swing bridge has had its surface 
gravelled by B&NES and is much improved to walk along. They plan to improve the surface of 
the bridleway on Bathampton Down in the next few months. 
 
The recent flooding caused an impromptu stream to form on the path running alongside the 
Triangular Field between Devonshire Road and Bathampton Lane. B&NES were very prompt 
to identify the problem and contact the landowner. Thankfully the stream is no longer running 
down that footpath. 
 
 
 

 
Village News and Events 

 
Please let Jan Helps know if you would like anything included in this section 
 
Adult Table Tennis 
 
Our Senior Table Tennis group is now up and running – Tuesday mornings at Bathampton 
Scout Hut, from 10.30 – 1.00.  4 tables, bring your own bat, all abilities welcome.  £30 for 10 
weeks from 8 October, or if you just want to come and try it out, £3 per session. Just come 
along or, to find out more, contact Ron Adams on 425745. 
 
Lunch club 
The first lunch of the year is on 30th January with Christmas lunch! We meet on the last 
Thursday in the month in the Miller room down at St. Nicholas church and people gather from 
11.45 onwards for lunch which is served at 12.15.  New members will be warmly welcomed 
and transport can be arranged by phoning Jane Shepherd on 466455 at least two days 
beforehand. 
 
Dry Arch Growers 

A happy new year to everyone who has helped with animal care, growing veg and supporting 

events throughout the year. It’s very important to keep up your vitamin intake during these 

dreary winter months and the best way is with fruit and veg! So if you want some delicious 

juice from your local orchards or are interested in a veg box, please get in touch. Contact Jan 

Helps on 01225 336656 or Hannah Isaac on  07795 127786 

 



 

If you would like to publicise any activities or 
events of interest to Bathampton Residents 
please contact Tony McCann or any of the 
Parish Councillors who will be happy to pass 
them on for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
Contact details: 
George Ardrey            424270 
Sarah Batterbury        07802 727244 
Moira Brennan            313503 
Kate Jones     422870  
Lin King     460998 
David Mayo     466875 
Tony McCann      423230 
Mike Richards             466757 
 
www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk  
 

 
Village Hall Bookings 
Mary Feddery Tel: 425085 
bathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Jan Helps can be contacted on 
 
Telephone: 01225 336656 
E.mail: j.s.helps@talk21.com 
 
Please let Jan Helps know if there are 
changes to any of the information in 
 “What’s on in Bathampton” 

http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:bathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com
mailto:j.s.helps@talk21.com

