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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES 
 

 

!!! Annual Parish Meeting !!! 
 

This will take place on Wednesday 22 April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  The Chairman will 
report on the Parish Council’s activities during the year and there will then be the opportunity 
for questions and discussion.   
 
After the formal proceedings, 2 project managers from Network Rail, Mark Dix and Michael 
Jones will give short talks on the implications for Bathampton of the Great Western 
electrification scheme which is being carried out in July and August.  There will be the 
opportunity to ask questions. 
 
As usual a glass of wine and nibbles will be on offer after the meeting. 
 
Come along and find out what your Parish Council has been up to. 
 
Bathampton Housing Needs Survey 
 
After a long delay caused by changes in personnel,  Curo and B&NES have decided that 
there is insufficient demand to warrant a project to build affordable housing in the village.  The 
development at Jewson’s Yard includes 5 units of affordable housing but we do not know 
which housing association will be responsible for them and what the allocation policy will be. 
 
Bathampton “Park & Rail” and Link Road 
 

With elections in the air this scheme has been highlighted by various candidates.  The Parish 
Council is quite clear that it is impossible to assess the effect on the village because no 
detailed plans have been put forward.  In principle we oppose anything that would be 
detrimental to the environment of the valley. 

 
 
Tony McCann 



Planning and Conservation Report Lin King and George Ardrey, and 
Susanne Wing (co-opted) 

 
Jewsons Yard (The Old Timber Yard) 15 New Houses  
Final details of layout/design are still awaited. 
 

Previous M.O.D. Site, Warminster Road – 201 Dwellings (including affordable housing) - 

now 206 dwellings 

This application has been permitted.  
 
Canal Boat decking 
We are still awaiting the B&NES and CRT continued investigation into the unauthorised 
decking and planting alongside a boat moored on the canal, near to the Raft Café.  
 
University/Bathampton Parish Boundary (beside golf course) – New car park 
Revised plans reroute the proposed road access away from the boundary and so away from 
the ancient bridle path; they also show fewer spaces for cars in response to the local 
nursery’s objection. The Parish Council had no objections. No further news. 
 
Old Post Office High Street – Change of use to a dwelling with internal and window 

alterations 
The Parish Council had no objections. Application has been permitted. 
 
Old Rectory Bathampton Lane – Replace front door and raise front wall height 

The Parish Council objected to the raising of the front wall as detrimental to the views from 

the road but the application has been permitted. 

Batheaston/Bathampton Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge and track. 

Bathampton and Batheaston are working together to agree with BANES what can be done to 

improve the site and where responsibility will lie. We will also discuss planting of hedging and 

trees and possible placing of benches; we also hope for better signage at the exit onto Mill 

Lane.  

There is also a new proposal for an extension to join up with the canal tow path. A route has 

been proposed without any input from Bathampton but this is in the early stages and we 

intend to get involved to produce the best route. 

 

New Leaf Farm 
Permission was previously given for temporary accommodation for an agricultural worker and 
various applications have been submitted for permanent accommodation and have been 
refused. An appeal was made against the decision and the hearing took place on 13th Jan. 
The Parish Council attended the hearing to support the application but the appeal was 
refused.  
 
Houses at rear of London Rd 

Plans have been approved for six four-bedroom houses on land at the rear of London Road 
which will be visible across the valley from Bathampton. 
 
This quarter the Parish Council has also received other applications; details of all planning 
matters, including our comments and others’, can be found at http://www.bathnes.gov.uk . 

 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/


Highways Group                       Moira Brennan, David Mayo and Kate Jones 
 
Highways 

Love it or hate it ....the closure  of the A36 continues.  Highways England (HE) tell us the work 
is currently on schedule and they still foresee reopening sometime in late June.  They are 
working closely with the police regarding lorries who are ignoring the diversion.  The police 
are contacting vehicle owners.  HE have also reinforced the message about the closures with 
the two haulage trade bodies and believe the number of lorries not following the diversion is 
reducing.  HE have rescheduled the lights at Brassknocker in response to concerns about the 
initial set up.   
 
HE asked us to thank people who have contacted their helpline and offered useful local 
knowledge that helped them to overcome some initial problems. They continue to welcome 
feedback and comments on their information line on 0300 123 5000. 
 
We have seen confirmation that the whole of the village except the Warminster Road will 
become a 20mph zone as of 17 April.  B&NES plan to consult on the speed limits between 
the canal bridge and the toll bridge.  Since the opening of the new cycle path this stretch is 
being used by pedestrians and bicycles to link the two off-road sections and this is not 
reflected in the current 60 mph limit.  
 
The planned resurfacing from Trossachs Drive to Hantone Hill is due to be carried out over 
the weekends of 18/19 April and 25/26 April.  It will be day time working controlled by traffic 
lights.  HE are trialling a new approach which they believe will give a better finish by scraping 
the road in one go and applying the surface the next day- rather than continuous resurfacing. 
 
Canal 

 The Canal & River Trust (CRT) is working with local groups to help keep the Kennet and 
Avon clean and tidy. There are regular Towpath Taskforces in the Bath area on the 4th 
Thursday of every month.  In the coming month the Trust will also be contacting boaters, local 
groups and other stakeholders to ask everyone to help tidy up sections of the canal that need 
some ‘TLC’. 
 
If you would like to be involved in a clean up around Bathampton, please contact the K&A 
volunteer coordinator Steve Manzi email Steve.Manzi@canalrivertrust.org.uk or call 07710 
175278. 
 
CRT have also issued a new policy called ‘Better Towpaths for Everyone’  which sets out how 
they intend to encourage safe, responsible use of the nation’s towpaths by the millions of 
people who visit each year.  The policy is available on their website. 
 
 
Footpaths 

The footpaths have survived the winter months mostly unscathed. Several fallen trees on 
Bathampton Down have been reported to B&NES and promptly cleared away. B&NES have 
also undertaken improvements to the bridleway running through the Golf Course to replace 
two tired old gates. Both gates are on the featured route in the Bathampton Footpaths leaflet 
that was published a few years ago - so now is a great time to get out and explore the local 
area! Extra copies of this booklet are available from the Bathampton Village Store. 
 

mailto:Steve.Manzi@canalrivertrust.org.uk


With the summer months approaching, we will be undertaking another round of cutting back 
surface vegetation on the footpaths. If you are interested in giving something back to the 
community and getting in a bit of gentle exercise with a small but keen group of volunteers, 
please visit the Parish Council web site for more information on dates or get in touch directly 
with Cllr Mayo. 
 
Benches 

Several new benches have been installed using funds generated by the Walks Around 
Bathampton booklet. Three benches made of old English oak have been installed on the 
Skyline walk in a joint venture with the National Trust. Each bench has a plaque 
acknowledging how it came to be and has an appropriate literary quotation. 
 
The funds have also allowed for a collapsed bench on the canal by the school to be replaced 
as well as a couple of benches near Candy’s bridge.  
 
The Golf Club have agreed to install another bench on Bathampton Down with a good view of 
the village and valley. This will hopefully happen this spring 

 
 
 
Leisure and Amenities      Mike Richards  
 
Jubilee Garden 

The recently renovated lengthman’s hut is to have an information board fitted. The Canal & 
Rivers Trust suggests that it should contain local historical information concerning the canal 
and therefore felt that it was something that the Bathampton community could arrange. As the 
question of ownership and lease of the hut remains unsettled, the matter is in abeyance. 
A new litter bin has been installed in the garden and the creation of a flowered area against 
the new fencing has been suggested by some local residents.  
 
Allotments 

Spring is here and the preparation of most plots is now well under way for another year and 
pleasingly, new names have been added to the waiting list. 
Recently a skip was delivered for rubbish from the plots and was soon in use. The hedges on 
the Down Lane and northern borders have been trimmed and the regular contractors have 
started to cut the grass.  
  
Playground and Playingfield 
The annual safety report has highlighted some equipment requiring maintenance and this is 
being arranged. 
The group of interested parents have been continuing with a plan to update the playground 
equipment. There is likely to be a questionnaire circulated locally in order to gain ideas before 
applying for available grants and sponsorship. Should any residents like to take part or have 
any suggestions please contact Alison Clark at 
ali-clark@hotmail.co.uk . 
 
General Amenities 
There has been no word from B&NES about the unsuitable bus shelter in Holcombe Lane. 
The Cat Protection League is helping residents to reduce the number of feral cats that seem 
to reside in Hampton woods. 

 

mailto:ali-clark@hotmail.co.uk


Village Hall  

The village hall is a community asset so I would encourage you to come along to our annual 
meeting to hear about the improvements we have made this year.  The meeting is at 7.30 on 
28 May in the hall. 
 
We have received a donation of £100 to be made available to help set up a new social group 
for adults in the village hall.  Slots are available in the evenings in the small hall and we have 
a regular slot available on Fridays from 1.30 to 4 pm.  If you are interested in setting up a 
group contact the booking secretary on 01225 425085.  
 
 
Village News and Events 
 
Please let Jan Helps know if you would like anything included in this section  

 

Village Hall         

The village hall is a great venue for one off events and is very reasonably priced.  If you would 

like to use the hall please contact the booking secretary on 01225 425085.   

  

Dry Arch Growers 

The growing season has begun and the poly tunnels are coming to life with many plants 
ready for planting out. If you don’t have an allotment and want to “grow your own”, why not 
come along come and visit on Thursdays  or Sundays. You don’t have to be an expert  and 
there is something for everyone . Come and meet other people in the village who like growing 
and eating local produce.  
See our blog on https://bathamptoncsa.wordpress.com or find us on Facebook 

If you would like to publicise any 
activities or events of interest to 
Bathampton Residents please contact 
Tony McCann or any of the Parish 
Councillors who will be happy to pass 
them on for inclusion in the next 
newsletter. 
Contact details: 
George Ardrey             424270 
Sarah Batterbury         07802 727244 

Moira Brennan             313503 
Nick Land           443925  
Lin King           460998 
David Mayo         466875 
Tony McCann           423230 
Mike Richards             466757 
 
www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk  
 

 
Village Hall Bookings 
Mary Feddery Tel: 425085 
bathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Jan Helps can be contacted on 
 
Telephone: 01225 336656 
E.mail: j.s.helps@talk21.com 

 
Please let Jan Helps know if there 
are changes to any of the 
information in 
 “What’s on in Bathampton” 

https://bathamptoncsa.wordpress.com/
http://www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:bathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com
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