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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

| don’t think | need to tell anyone that BANES have announced that they plan to put a park and ride on
the meadows. Well the fight is not over yet. It was amazing to see so many of you outside the
Guildhall on Wednesday night. | am aware that some people have not got involved in the campaign
because they thought BANES would see sense. We now know this is not the case and we all need to
make our feelings heard. There is more information below on how to get involved — whether you can
give your time to deliver leaflets or money to support a legal challenge, or just make your voice heard
by writing to councillors and the Chronicle — it all helps to get our message heard.

And in this black week for Bathampton we received even more bad news. Sandy Carter, our
wonderful volunteer litter picker, is leaving the village to be closer to her family. Many of you will be
used to seeing Sandy as she cleans up our village every Friday afternoon. Sandy told us how much
she enjoyed her task and is keen that someone else might enjoy this little bit of green gym. If you
might be interested contact one of the councillors and we can put you in touch with Sandy to learn
more and receive the honorary hi vis jacket. A big thanks Sandy — we will miss you.

| have also been reminded that we have only six months to go before we move to fortnightly waste
collections. BANES tell me that around half of the waste being put out in black bags could be
recycled. To help us all increase the amount we recycle in readiness for next Autumn’s changes
BANES suggest that more than one recycling container can help. Extra recycling bins can be ordered
online at www.bathnes.gov.uk/orderacontainer or by phone on 01225 394041.

Dates for your diary. 11March is Bingo night and 17 March is race night, both in aid of the village
show and 22 April is the spring art show.

Also remember that on 17 June we will be celebrating 120 years since plasticine was invented in our
village. Get practising on your plasticine themed cakes for the cake competition. Anyone with
memories of plasticine in the village come along for tea and cakes and a spot of reminiscing.

More helpers would be very welcome so if you would like to get involved please contact

policy@bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk or call one of the councillors. Contact details are at the

end of the newsletter.

Park and Ride

A big thank you to the volunteers who have twice delivered leaflets throughout the village in order to
warn people about the transport plans emerging for our valley. Now the Council has voted to move to
the business case and planning stage for the park and ride on land either east and west of Mill Lane,
we will be increasing our messages to you to help us fight this off. The Council’s own papers tell them
that this car park will only take 100 cars off the London Road morning rush hour by 2029 and an in-
vestment of up to £17.5m is unacceptable in the current climate of cost cutting. There are no grounds
for desecrating our beautiful Meadows. If you would like to read more about the campaign, please visit
the campaign website where you can read reports and media coverage or volunteer:http://bathamp-
tonmeadowsalliance.org.uk/. You can also donate to immediate campaign costs via https://www.go-
fundme.com/bathampton-meadows-alliance



http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/orderacontainer
https://www.gofundme.com/bathampton-meadows-alliance
https://www.gofundme.com/bathampton-meadows-alliance
http://bathamptonmeadowsalliance.org.uk/
http://bathamptonmeadowsalliance.org.uk/
mailto:policy@bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk

Playgroup

Bathampton pre-school playgroup celebrates 50 years in 2017 and we are looking forward to celebrat-
ing this with the whole community. We are planning an event for 13th May at the village hall where all
will be welcome. In the run up to it we are looking to make contact with former playgroup ‘children’ and
staff. If you or family members have connections with Playgroup, please get in contact with the current
chair Jake on jakerigbywilson@gmail.com. If you run a local business that would like to help sponsor
the event, please also let Jake know.

Moira Brennan

Highways Group Stuart Andrews and Jacqueline Bird

There is little new to report since the last newsletter.

Community Speedwatch is now up and running although to be even more effective more volunteers
are required: please make contact with the parish council if you can help. Early results do, indeed,
show far too many cars exceeding the speed limit and, where appropriate, the cars' details have been
passed on to the police.

Various signage is either up or soon to be up: cycle and footpath signage will be along Mill Road
linking with the cycle route across the meadows from Bathampton to Batheaston; Community
Speedwatch signs will be throughout the village, and permanent 'shared space' signs should be in
place along the canal towpath which should encourage sensible and considerate behaviour by all.

There is no update regarding the proposed 'Pay and Display' George car park.

Safer Routes to School at Bathampton Primary

Congratulations to the school for being awarded a national accreditation, Modeshift Stars (Bronze) for
its travel to school activity, the third BANES primary school to have earned this. The award recognises
the school’'s commitment to encouraging families out of their cars for the journey to school wherever
practical. The second side to this award is making the streets safer too and we are working with the
Council to make the case for investment in road safety measures locally. A Safe Zone has been cre-
ated outside school where there is no parent parking at drop off and pick up times and parents have
responded brilliantly. BUT, we are still very worried that we still haven’t been able to find anyone for
the (paid) volunteer rota for our canal bridge crossing patrol (lollipop person). PLEASE consider
whether you could offer a small amount of time each week to help the children across the canal
bridge. Even if you go on holiday in term-time, or can only offer one slot, we would still love to hear
from you. Please contact Beryl Miles Tel: 01225 394922 Email: Beryl Miles@bathnes.gov.uk

Leisure and Amenities Jan Helps

Allotments

It is the time of year when the annual rent is collected and people consider the growing year ahead.
Circumstances change and some people have a need to give up their plots whilst others are looking
for a plot to rent. Some allotments have become available so if you are interested in taking one up,
please contact me. My contact details are at the end of the newsletter.

| have compared Bathampton rents with allotments run by BANES which also carry an additional wa-
ter charge. Bathampton rents are about three quarters of the cost of BANES charges. In addition,
more path cutting is done in Bathampton than on BANES sites so | think the allotments in the village
provide good value for money by comparison.
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Playground

It is likely that the playground fencing will be replaced in the not too distant future. It is getting to the
point where it is beyond repair in some sections. Details of installation of the new fence will be posted
on the website and at points around the village once the date has been organised.

Planning and Conservation Report Lin King and George Ardrey

Batheaston/Bathampton Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge and track.

We now have a formal constitution for the volunteer group, called ‘Friends of Bathampton Meadows
Riverside’ and a bank account, and will be setting up a system for donations. We have already re-
ceived a donation which will enable up to cover grass-cutting costs for 2017. We have been con-
cerned for some time that some signage was required, and the siting and wording of these has now
been agreed; BANES will be installing them soon. The next steps are to finalise the management plan
for the 11 distinct areas and to plan out the projects for the coming year. Details are on notice boards
at either end of the track.

Land between Miller Walk and Simons Close / ‘Leylandii Field’

The application for 4 self-build houses on the ‘leylandii field’ was refused and then went to appeal
where it was dismissed. Mrs Vivien then made a statutory challenge against this but in November the
Cardiff Crown Court ruled against this.

The proposal to upgrade the ‘access track’ was also refused and appealed against, but the appeal
was dismissed in January.

Mrs Vivien was also due to appear in court in January for further acts regarding the access track after
it was returned to its original state after being ‘vandalised’. We do not know the outcome of this at time
of writing.

The decision on the BANES Placemaking Plan, which attempts to ensure that the field and track form
part of the ‘open green space’ visible from Bathampton Lane, should be made in the spring.

We are hoping that now we can turn attention to the leylandii trees.

Five Valleys, Warminster Road
An application has been received to demolish the existing house and replace with a new 5-bed house.

Woodside, Warminster Road

Still no decision on the application to build two new houses either side of the existing house, together
with garages and parking areas.

Rail Electrification/Sub-station

It is still intended that this will happen, but due to the decision not to electrify the railway between Bris-
tol and Bath, the planning application to move the proposed substation site away from the school is
less urgent and will not be made yet.

This quarter the Parish Council has also received other applications; details of all planning matters, in-
cluding our comments and others’, can be found at http://www.bathnes.gov.uk .

The Parish Council on line Liam McMurray

Please visit the website (http://bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk) for details of news and events
affecting the community - (https://twitter.com/bathamptonpc).

Finally our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/bathampton/) is proving useful as a way for the
community to interact with each other and share information.
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Swan Transport

Swan transport is a local charity covering the BANES area. It offers a personal transport service using
volunteer drivers to those who are elderly, frail or disabled. The journeys include hospital visits, shop-
ping, hairdresser and visiting friends. Drivers use their own cars and there is a suggested donation for
each journey. The organisation wishes to make its services known to potential users across the area
and is also keen to recruit new drivers.

To find out more about using the service or being a driver, speak to Sarah or Ann on 01761 439548 or
e.mail:swan.transport@btconnect.com

Donations to this valuable service can be made on https:/localgiving.org/donation/swan-advice-net-
work

Village News and Events

Please let Jan Helps know if you would like anything included in this section

Village Hall

The village hall is a great venue for one off events and is very reasonably priced. If you would like to
use the hall please contact the booking secretary on 01225 466875.

Village show events

Bingo Night on Saturday 11th March at 7.30pm (doors open 7pm) in the Village Hall. For £12.50 you
get a 2-course hot supper and 6 bingo cards. There will be a bar and a raffle and you can buy extra
bingo

cards if you want to. Tickets available now from Judith Book on 01225 465781. All proceeds to
Bathampton Village Show.

Total Body Workout is an all round exercise class that combines low impact aerobic moves with
conditioning and flexibility work. It's a general level class that can be done by beginners and regular
exercisers. The hour long classes take place on Tuesdays at 6.40 pm and Wednesdays at 1 pm
Chair Exercises is a class designed for the more mature exerciser. Itis great to do if you find getting
up and down off the floor difficult - as you won't have to! Classes start at 6 pm on Tuesdays and last
for half an hour.

Both classes are taught by Jackie who is a qualified and experienced instructor. For more information
call 07780662098 - come and try one!

If you would like to publicise any activities or
events of interest to Bathampton Residents Village Hall Bookings

please contact Moira Brennan or any of the | Maya on 07800 898101 or 01225 444752
Parish Councillors who will be happy to pass | bathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com
them on for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Contact details: Newsletter Editor

Stuart Andrews 425637 Jan Helps can be contacted on
George Ardrey 424270

Jacqueline Bird 312621 Telephone: 01225 336656

Moira Brennan 313503 E.mail: j.s.helps@btinternet.com

Jan Helps 336656

Lin King 460998 Please let Jan Helps know if there are
David Mayo 466875 changes to any of the information in
Liam McMurray 312412 “What'’s on in Bathampton”

Don Smith secretary 744472
www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
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