Bathampton Parish Council
Newsletter November 2016

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Well done to the organisers of this year's village show — the day was a great success and it is great to
see the show evolving.

There is still no news on the Park and Ride. Many thanks to Bathampton Meadows Alliance, the
National Trust and Bath Preservation Trust, who all spoke out against the Park and Ride plans at the
inspector’s hearings on the Placemaking Plan. BANES have suggested they might make an
announcement in November — but they also said that about May, July and October. You can follow
what is going on and see the Ghost Town video at bathamptonmeadowsalliance.org.uk or on Save
Bathampton Meadows facebook page.

The issue of the link road is still with us. Despite what people would like us to think, until there is a
firm proposal and modelling of that proposal it is impossible to know the impact of a link road on traffic
in and around Bath. Without doubt any scheme will reduce traffic through the village — but it is also
almost certain to increase HGV traffic on the Warminster Road — particularly if it is combined with
restrictions on Cleveland Bridge. We also know it will be very visible and very noisy. The Avon Valley
Action Group have set up a website at A36A46linkroadfacts.org.uk. Whether you support a link road or
think it will be an environmental disaster it may help to understand some of the history and the policy
arguments.

Can | also thank Julie Reed who has taken over the role of organising the delivery of this newsletter
from Christine McCann. And of course, thanks to Christine for all those years of getting the newsletter
to us.

We would like to say farewell, thank you and good luck to Rose Stanton who has worked in the village
post office for many years. We wish her a happy and healthy retirement.

Finally, we now have a date for the celebration of the 120th anniversary of the invention of plasticine in

Bathampton. On the 17th June 2017 expect to see all sorts of plasticine related fun. If anyone with
event management experience would like to get involved in planning the day please get in touch.

Moira Brennan

The Parish Council on line Liam McMurray

Please visit the website (http://bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk) for details of news and events
affecting the community - such as the new Digital access to ancestral records in Bath and North East
Somerset, as well as the agenda and minutes for the Parish Council meetings.

Our presence on Twitter is growing steadily with over 150 people now following the account
(https://twitter.com/bathamptonpc).

Finally our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/bathampton/) is proving useful as a way for the
community to interact with each other and share information.
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https://twitter.com/bathamptonpc

Highways Group Stuart Andrews and Jacqueline Bird

Canal

The tow path seems to be a success but there have been issues regarding the co-existence of cyclists
and other users. The CRT will soon upgrade its temporary signage to permanent signs reiterating that
care and consideration are prerequisites for this shared space.

The CRT is also acting regarding unauthorised camping along the towpath at the western end of the
village.

Roads

* The Community Speedwatch is slowly progressing; thanks to this group of volunteers.

A handful of people have now been approved and trained to participate in the speedwatch scheme.
Sarah Tovey has worked very hard to coordinate a timetable and locations have been approved on
Bathampton Lane (driveways of Braeside, Greenhills and The Heathers), and Warminster Road, at the
bus stop outside the Scout hut opposite the top of Down Lane.

Sarah is in the process of obtaining approval from Avon & Somerset police for at least one more site
on the Warminster Road. There is a 3 month schedule in place to carry out weekly monitoring,
starting at the end of October. The registrations of all speeding vehicles will be sent to Avon &
Somerset police and drivers will receive a letter directly from the police. Repeat offenders will have
their vehicle details added to the police database.

If anyone is interested in taking part in the speedwatch scheme (about 1 hr per month) it's not too late,
please email Sarah Tovey on Bathamptonspeedwatch@icloud.com .

* Pothole maintenance is ongoing.
* Speed humps are an issue. There are either too many of them, or too few, or they are poorly sited.
Conversations with BANES are on going in an attempt to come to a happy compromise.

The George

There is no update regarding the pub's proposal to make their carpark Pay and Display. The impact
on church, school, local residents and users of the canal path would be significant and it is hoped that
consideration of the local community will be play a major part in any decision.

Leisure and Amenities Jan Helps

Playground

The playground working party now consists of just three people. We have started looking at designs
and trying to prioritise the various options being considered. We will be consulting with interested
parties when we have made some decisions. There will be a need to fundraise and we would
appreciate help from anyone who has experience of grant applications or enjoys organising
fundraising events.

New bus arrangements

A number of people have contacted parish councillors regarding the new bus tservice. All concerns
have been passed on to Anthony Clarke who is the BANES councillor responsible for transport. | have
contacted individuals with his response to timings for school students. BANES have little control over
the decisions made by the bus companies at the moment but the “Bus services bill”, which is currently
going through parliament, may be a game changer. The West of England transport study is also
currently looking at smart ticketing which is expected to be rolled out in the next 18 months. This
should give more choice over buses and better pricing structures.....watch this space. In the mean
time, if you have any concerns or observations, then please keep informing BANES transport
department. The parish council will also continue to monitor any issues and pass on to BANES.



Planning and Conservation Report Lin King and George Ardrey

Batheaston/Bathampton Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge and track.

Peter Fear continues to do a sterling job on the day-to-day management of the track and the
surrounding area for Bathampton and Batheaston. The volunteer group has worked hard over the
summer to keep the ground clear. The small wooden bridge across the ditch is in place and proving
very useful. The grass either side of the path is being cut by Steve Horler and paid for by Bathampton
PC. The next steps are to finalise the management plan for the 11 distinct areas and to establish a
formal constitution for the Volunteer group. Anyone who wishes to join the Volunteer group should
email Bathampton and Batheaston River and Footpath Friends at babraffs@gmail.com

Land between Miller Walk and Simons Close / ‘Leylandii Field’

The Planning Inspector dismissed the appeal against the refusal of the application for 4 self-build
houses on the ‘leylandii field’. Subsequently Mrs Vivien has made a statutory challenge against this.
She also is awaiting a hearing about her rights over the ‘access track’.

Where this track was vandalised and an illegal gravel track laid on land belonging jointly to the
residents of Miller Walk, BANES investigated and made an enforcement order to return the track and
footpath to their prior state. This has now been done by the Miller Walk residents.

There is no response yet to the PC proposal in the BANES Placemaking Plan that the field and track
form part of the ‘open green space’ visible from Bathampton Lane.

Whilst all this has been going on, there has been no further progress regarding the leylandii trees.

Down House
The appeal against the refusal of planning permission for a new house in the garden of Down House
was dismissed.

Woodside, Warminster Road
No decision yet on the application to build two new houses either side of the existing house, together
with garages and parking areas.

Rail Electrification/Sub-station

Network Rail were proposing to pull together all the various documents , plans and methodologies
required to enable them to submit a new planning application to move the proposed substation site
away from the school at the end of October, but this has not yet been received.

Jewson’s Yard (The Old Timber Yard) 15 New Houses (including 5 affordable houses)
Work has started again on this project.

This quarter the Parish Council has also received other applications; details of all planning matters,
including our comments and others’, can be found at http://www.bathnes.gov.uk .


http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/
mailto:babraffs@gmail.com

Village News and Events

Please let Jan Helps know if you would like anything included in this section

Village Hall

The village hall is a great venue for one off events and is very reasonably priced. If you would like to
use the hall please contact the booking secretary on 01225 466875.

Village Hall - events

The Art show takes place on 19 November. This is a very popular event with the opportunity to see
some of the amazing variety of artwork produced by our three art groups. You can buy a piece of
original art or enjoy a chat over a cup of tea and some cake.

There is also a Christmas Fair on 26 November from 10am to 2pm. More information is included
in the Village Show newsletter.

If you would like to publicise any activities or
events of interest to Bathampton Residents Village Hall Bookings
please contact Moira Brennan or any of the | Jennie Mayo Tel: 466875

Parish Councillors who will be happy to pass | pathamptonvillagehall@outlook.com
them on for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Contact details: Newsletter Editor

Stuart Andrews 425637 Jan Helps can be contacted on
George Ardrey 424270

Jacqueline Bird 312621 Telephone: 01225 336656

Moira Brennan 313503 E.mail: j.s.helps@talk21.com

Jan Helps 336656

Lin King 460998 Please let Jan Helps know if there are
David Mayo 466875 changes to any of the information in
Liam McMurray 312412 “What's on in Bathampton”

Don Smith secretary 744472
www.bathamptonparishcouncil.org.uk
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What’s On in Bathampton November 2016

Organisation Meets Organiser Contact
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