Bathampton Parish Council Minutes from 21.05.20

Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 May 2020

Virtual meeting held via Zoom

Present: Cllrs M. Brennan (MB) (Chair), L. King (LK), J. Helps (JH), D. Mayo (DM), S. Andrews (SA), D. Beard
(DB), G. Ardrey (GA), A.Purpuri (AP) and Clerk L. Daly.

One member of the public in attendance — Kay Martin from Café 25

Actions
Actions struck through are complete

2020/057 Apologies: No apologies received

2020/058 Declarations of interest

There were none.

2020/059 Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 16" April 2020 had been circulated.
They were AGREED and APPROVED. Due to the meeting being con-
ducted virtually, the Chair of the Parish Council was unable to sign the
minutes and would do so as soon as feasibly possible.

2020/060 Review of actions carried forward from previous meetings

The actions carried forward from previous meetings were discussed.
Items a — c to be carried forward. Clerk
d) Highway review — to be carried forward. SA

e) To compare higher interest savings accounts. Due to the recent cuts
in Interest rates, as a result of Covid-19, it was AGREED that this would

be revisited. To be carried forward. Clerk

g) To follow up on a marketing contact to offer advice on improving our
social media presence. Cllr Purpuri reported that his contact is
interested in assisting and would follow this up. To be removed.

h) To follow up with SSE Lighting Services (SSE) on the removal of two
lights and converting the remaining lights to LED. The works have been
completed. To be removed.

i) To create a proposal, detailing preferred road crossing locations and
run this past Sarah Warren and Fiona Powell. The document has been
completed and sent to Cllr Sarah Warren. To be removed.

j) To remove the art group contact details from the Newsletter and
include service times for the Church on the ‘What’s On’ page. To be
carried forward.

JH

k) To check that the Bathampton Parish Council website is on the latest
version of Wordpress. Clir Mayo has updated the website to the latest
version. To be removed.
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I) To create an allotment site plan. To be carried forward. Clerk / JH

m) To look at the grants being offered by Enovert Community Trust in Clerk / JH
view of updating the playground. To be carried forward.

n) To set up a sub-group to focus on the climate emergency and review
of the ‘Zero Carbon Bathampton Proposal’ document and feed-back
information within subsequent meetings. To be carried forward. JH/DM/DB

o) To report back on the initial assessment carried out for the
Bathampton PC website and it's compatibility with ‘Web Content
Accessibility Guidelines’. The initial assessment has been completed. To
be removed.

p) To discuss and report back on the ability to acquire a Secure Sockets
Layer (SSL) Certificate for the Bathampton Parish Council website. To be DM/AP

carried forward.
MB
g) To sign the March minutes and April Financial Report. To be carried

forward.

r) To contact Facebook, regarding the linking up of the Bathampton
Community and Bathampton Community Group Facebook pages. Clir
Purpuri reported that there was little to gain from formally linking them
together. To be removed.

s) To Speak with Ward Cllrs Sarah Warren and Kevin Guy, regarding the
works to rebuild the drainage system on the High Street. Clir Beard
reported that discussions were moving forward. To be removed.

t) To speak with the working party volunteers, regarding the possibility
of carrying out the first cut of the footpaths. Clir Mayo reported that he
had emailed BANES to receive confirmation that they were ok to
proceed with the cuts and was awaiting a reply. To be removed.

2020/061 Finance

a) Financial report for April 2020

This had been circulated previously.

Table 1

The clerk referred to the report and noted that the figures were the
first actuals for the financial year (FY). It was noted that the cash
movement increase of +£9,182.40 was primarily due to the receipt
of the first Precept installment and the VAT rebate.

It was further noted by the Clerk that the money in the current ac-
count had been kept higher than the £5k agreed in view that the in-
voice for the street light works (converting the lights to LED and the
removal of two lights) was due at the end of the month, totaling ap-
proximately £6,200.

INitials ..oooveeeeeeen. 2 /11



Bathampton Parish Council Minutes from 21.05.20

Table 2

Transactions from the 15t April up to the 30" April 2020 were noted.

Table 3

The items of expenditure were discussed. It was AGREED that the
SSE lighting invoice for maintenance (Jan — March) could be pro-
cessed for payment, in view that the works had now been com-
pleted.

The Clerk noted that the Zurich invoice was approved for payment
during the April meeting. Finally, the Clerk referred to an Invoice re-
ceived from the Internal auditor, received following the circulation
of the April financial report. The invoice for the sum of £185 was ap-
proved for payment.

The remaining listed items were APPROVED for payment.

The report was APPROVED by the Council and would be signed by
Clir Brennan when feasibly possible to do so.

MB

b)

Clerk’s report

The Clerk’s Report covering everything from the previous meeting
(16%™ April 2020) had been circulated.

Clir King queried whether a discussion should have taken place dur-
ing the April’s Parish Council meeting, regarding whether the Parish
Council should be continuing to pay Alan, the Handyman’s salary or
if he should have been furloughed. It was noted by the Clerk that
Alan had been continuing with his duties during this time, including
the cutting of grass within the village and emptying the bins. It was
further noted by the Clerk that Alan had not been expected to con-
tinue carrying out these duties in view of self-isolating, but he was
happy to do so and was able to maintain social distancing whilst car-
rying out his duties. It was AGREED that salary payments would con-
tinue as normal.

The Clerk noted that the Declaration of Acceptance and Register of
Interests forms for Clir Beard had been added to the Bathampton
Parish Council website. The Clerk asked whether they wished to in-
clude a notice onto the website to inform the community that Clir
Beard had been co-opted onto the Parish Council. It was AGREED
that the Clerk would post a notice and on the suggestion of Clir Bren-
nan, Cllr Beard AGREED to send some copy to the Clerk for inclusion
onto the ‘Contact Us’ page.

The Clerk noted that due to inexperience and a lack of understand-
ing on the process, quite a bit of time over the last month had been
spent understanding and preparing documents for the Internal and
external audit and completing the Annual accounts. The Clerk ad-
vised that the Annual Governance and Accounting Statements and

Clerk
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year end accounts would be prepared for review at the June meet- Clerk
ing, following the completion of the internal audit.

The Clerk noted that contact had been made with Barclays on the
12" May, regarding the removal of names on the business accounts.
The Clerk advised that Barclays would action the final change and it
was hoped that this would be actioned correctly.

The Clerk reported that all works to convert five lights within the vil-
lage to LED and the removal of two lights on Chapel Row had now
been completed. It was further noted that the Clerk had been con-
tacted by a resident at Chapel Row to inform her that the works had
been completed and the work appeared to be of a good standard.

Cllr Brennan reminded the Clerk to send the revised Inventory over
to Western Power to ensure payment was for fewer and lower en-
ergy lights. The Clerk AGREED and advised that the Inventory had
been requested and she was expecting to receive this from SSE

Lighting shortly. Clerk

Cllr Brennan also reminded everyone that Bathampton Parish Coun-
cil no longer have a lighting maintenance contract in place, but it
was unlikely that we would require maintenance in the short term as
the lights had recently been upgraded. The Clerk further noted that
in the interim, Volker would provide emergency maintenance on a
time and material basis until a contract had been agreed and was
happy to circulate these details if required.

The Clerk reminded everyone that the Annual Meeting of Electors
had been cancelled following guidance from the Avon Local Councils
Association (ALCA) which was noted as being cancelled on last
month’s meeting agenda. Cllr Brennan reminded everyone that in
view of Covid-19, communication is only being conducted online and
the noticeboards are presently not being used.

The Clerk also reminded everyone that the Annual Meeting of the
Parish Council had been postponed until May 2021 and in view of
this the Chairman and Vice Chair would remain in office until that
date. It was further noted that the Council could still hold an Annual
Meeting, should they wish to do so which could be voted on during
the meeting. Everyone was in favour and AGREED that they were
happy to proceed with Clir Brennan and ClIr King remaining in their
current posts of Chair and Vice Chair, respectively.

The Clerk reported that BANES had confirmed on the 22™ April that
the Recreational Ground had been cut twice with a ride on mower
(once on the 3™ April and again on the 22" April) and that the allot-
ments had been cut on the 24" April. It was further noted that Alan
the Handyman had now cut the grass at the playground as it had
started to grow long and starting to become unmanageable.

INitials ..oooveeeeeeen. 4/11



Bathampton Parish Council Minutes from 21.05.20

The Clerk noted that she hadn’t had the time to look into the Eno-
vert grants for the development of the playground, but she would
endeavour to do so for June’s meeting (action m under 2020/060).

The Clerk provided a brief update on behalf of Jenny Lambert who
had set up the Bathampton Community Care group to support
vulnerable people within the community, in response to Covid-19.
The Clerk further noted that she had been circulating zoom links to
Jenny Lambert, for zoom sessions which were being overseen by
Bathford Parish Council and which were being promoted on social
media.

A brief discussion was had, and the Clerk AGREED to send the details
of the Zoom sessions to Jenny Lambert to promote on her WhatsApp
group. Kay Martin at Café 25 said she would be happy to put a
poster regarding the sessions, up in her shop.

The Clerk referred to an email which had been sent to General
Estates Co to carry out essential road surface repairs, with potholes
posing a danger to road users and drainage issues on the approach
road to the South which results in ponding. The Clerk noted that
contact had been made with them on the 20 April and they
confirmed that they had arranged for a maintenance engineer to
visit the bridge w/c 27" April but on later inspection no works had
been carried out. The Clerk highlighted that she had chased this up Clerk
and AGREED to follow this up w/c 25" May.

Clerk

Clir Brennan referred to the Local Plan partial update, following the
circulation of an email by the clerk on the 5™ May relating to this
matter. Cllr Brennan highlighted that they are dealing with issues
that they would have dealt with as part of the WECA Plan, eg
Student housing and it was noted that it was unlikely to impact on
local green spaces as the local green spaces policy is being
specifically identified as being omitted from the review.

On behalf of Terry Wagstaff from Bathampton Meadows Alliance
(BMA), Clir King raised a query on whether the meadows should be
designated as a green space.

Clir Brennan highlighted that this had previously been looked into
but had been told that it was not possible, as a green space is
deemed to be a small space within the community and not a large
piece of agricultural land, such as the Meadows. It was further noted
that the green space protection is equivalent to the green belt which LK
the meadows are already in.

After further discussion, Clir King AGREED to follow this up with
Terry Wagstaff and to report back if BMA receive indication contrary
to the above.

The Clerk reported that there had been no update on the Cleveland
Bridge repairs, following ClIr Sarah Warren’s email on the 17™ April

INitials ..oooveeeeeeen. 5/11



Bathampton Parish Council Minutes from 21.05.20

where it was noted that the project was under review and no
decision had been made.

ClIr Beard referred to a conversation that he had with Simon
Morrisey, Chief drainage engineer for BANES and Kevin Guy
regarding the risk of coinciding of the closure of the Bathampton
High Street with the closing of the Cleveland Bridge. It was reported
by ClIr Beard that Cllr Guy viewed this positively as it would prevent
traffic from being diverted over the toll bridge. However it was
possible that the works would be completed at different times.

The Clerk referred to the email from Will Osbourne from MBNL Clerk
which had been circulated on the 16" May, regarding the 5G mast
on Bathampton Down. The Clerk noted that she was waiting to hear
back on when scheduled works were expecting to take place and
there was confusion on whether the mast had 5G switched on. The
Clerk AGREED to follow this up and update.

The Clerk referred to her June holiday which had been cancelled in
view of Covid-19. Due to family commitments the Clerk noted that
the holiday was looking to be rescheduled for a similar time next
year which was expected to fall on the date of the June Parish
Council meeting. This matter had been raised by the Clerk at her
interview for the post so the Council were previously warned that a
clash would occur. After a brief discussion, it was AGREED that the
Clerk should re-book and then plans to arrange cover or reschedule
the meeting date could be made.

Items of correspondence, phone calls, emails etc were noted. The
clerk referred to an email, received from the Clerk of Bathford and
referring to the BA1/32 Level crossing closure. A brief discussion was
had, and ClIr Brennan suggested that Network Rail should be looking
to provide a safe route for people to cross whilst the works are
carried out. The Clerk AGREED to discuss with Bathford and would
ask to be kept in the loop on the discussions. Clerk
Finally, the Clerk referred to a call which she had received from
Andrew Hayter, regarding the sale of ice-cream via a bike at Jubilee
Gardens. Following a brief discussion, it was AGREED that the Parish
Council should be supporting their local businesses, namely the
Canal Café and Local Café who also sell ice-cream and it was AGREED
that the proposal of the sale of ice-cream via the bike would not be
supported. The Clerk AGREED to get in touch with Andrew to inform
him of the Council’s decision.

2020/062 Shop licence Application

The premises licence application for 21-23 Holcombe Lane for the
sale of alcohol every day during the hours of 6am — 11pm was dis-
cussed. This was item 8 on the agenda, but the Chair asked to
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discuss this item first in view that Kay Martin from Café 25 had
joined the meeting, to specifically discuss this matter of business.

After a detailed discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk on behalf of
Bathampton Parish Council would put in a representation to BANES
under the basis of ‘Prevention of Public Nuisance’. It was noted that Clerk
whilst the Parish Council support the shop, there are concerns that
the opening hours for the sale of alcohol would attract anti socialbe-
haviour and risks attracting people travelling the canal and from fur-
ther afield to purchase alcohol late at night, within what is a residen-
tial area within a small village.

In full agreement, Clir Brennan suggested that the Clerk should ini-
tially contact the licencing team before putting in a representation
to get some advice on what they would view as a reasonable repre- Clerk
sentation and which would be viewed as an appropriate counter
proposal to the application. The Clerk AGREED to speak with the li-
cencing team and would circulate details for consideration.

2020/063 Covid-19

The Chairman moved onto item 7 on the agenda. Kay Martin at Café
25 reported that the local people that she has spoken to within the
village, generally appear in good spirits but some people are feeling
very down and lonely and there are concerns from people on how
they will return back to normality and integrate with other people,
once the lockdown is lifted. It was noted that overall, there was a
positive feeling in how the village has responded to Covid-19.

Kay also noted that some temporary takeaway signs had been put up
to help promote the takeaway element of her business, to help es-
tablish this business before the Spar shop opens. There were no ob-
jections to this.

Clir Brenan asked if everyone was happy with how the virtual
monthly Parish Council meetings were running. It was agreed by all
Clirs that the meetings worked very well. There was nothing further
to report.

2020/064 Supplementary Standing Orders

The Supplementary standing orders, issued due to Covid-19 (Item 6
on the agenda) had been previously circulated by the Clerk for re-
view. All ClIrs agreed to adopt them.

2020/065 Bathampton Parish Council Newsletter

Clir Brennan reported that whilst it was agreed in last month’s meet-
ing to send out a Parish Council Newsletter during May, it later be-
came evident that there wasn’t enough news to make it worthwhile
and half of the volunteers who normally distribute the newsletter
were self-isolating and unable to help. A discussion was had and Clir
Helps suggested, leaving the newsletter for another month when
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there would be more village news to report, i.e. information about
the shop opening, the upgrading of the lights, information on the re-
surfacing of the High Street.

Everyone AGREED that a newsletter should go out sometime over
the summer and were in favor of waiting another month when there
might be more news to share with the community. Clir Brennan
asked that it was kept on the agenda for next month. It was noted
that a July Newsletter, is normally distributed in the first week of
August along with the Bathampton Village Show booklet. We would
need to work with the village show committee to make sure that the
timing of our newsletter worked for them as we would not send out
two newsletters over the summer.

2020/066 Ongoing Items

a) Avon Wildlife, the Meadows and Cycle Track & Weir

Clir King reported that Terry Wagstaff from Bathampton Meadows
Alliance (BMA) was getting little feedback, regarding the West of
England Combined Authority (WECA) Local Cycling Walking Infra-
structure Plan (LCWIP).

Clir King also noted that Cllr Sarah Warren had AGREED within the Clerk
April Parish Council meeting to get an update and report back. The
Clerk AGREED to follow this up with Sarah and circulate an update.

It was further reported that everything was on track but moving very
slowly, regarding the community asset transfer process for the trans-
fer of ownership of Bathampton Meadows to the National Trust. It
was felt that this was due to Covid-19 and it would likely progress
further, when things return back to normal.

b) Clean Air Zone.

There was nothing further to report.

c) BPC’s Digital presence.

Clir Purpuri reported that due to work commitments, he hadn’t had
much chance to monitor Facebook and Twitter but Facebook had
been quieter recently and there had been fewer posts.

Clir's Mayo and Purpuri noted that following the April meeting, they
had, had a separate discussion regarding the Bathampton Parish
Council website and ClIr Purpuri had undertaken compliancy testing
against each page of the website. It was noted that there were some
compliance issues such as the naming of links correctly and having
alternative text for images, but most issues highlighted would be
easy to implement. It was however discussed that some issues
would be harder to fix but It was suggested that an accessibility

INitials ..oooveeeeeeen. 8/11



Bathampton Parish Council Minutes from 21.05.20

statement could be included onto the website, listing these
compliancy issues which would cover our legal obligations.

It was highlighted that one of the biggest issues to resolve would be
accessibility issues regarding the PDF’s on the website. It was noted
that one requirement is to have linked headings within documents
for those with accessibility issues to easily navigate. Most of these Clerk
PDF’s were highlighted as being the meeting minutes. Clir Brennan
queried how far back we need to keep the minutes on the website,
from a legal perspective. The Clerk AGREED to find out.

Following a discussion on the matter, Cllr Purpuri said that he would
create a road map to resolve the compliancy issues, highlighting the
issues that can’t be easily resolved and would bring these to a
forthcoming meeting for discussion.

Clir Mayo reported that the SSL certificate could not be presently
added to the Bathampton Parish Council website and the website
would need to move to a different hosting provider, costing between
£5-£10 a month for this to be possible. Clir Mayo AGREED to find out
more information on this and would report back.

DM

d) Drainage on the High Street and A36

Cllr Beard was pleased to report that BANES have budget available
to rebuild the drainage system on the High Street and hoped to carry
out the drain work and the resurfacing of the High Street at the
same time towards the end of July — early August .

Clir beard noted that local residents had been spoken to about the
works and the closure of the High Street for two weeks but everyone
was extremely positive about the works and felt the temporary
disruption was worth the long term gains. He was also in talks with
Wessex Water to find out if any essential works that they need to
carry out on the High Street, could be carried out at the same time.

Clir Beard further noted that Simon Morrisey, Chief Drainage
Engineer for BANES had asked that the Parish Council to formally
endorse the works in writing. All Cllr's were happy to support the
road closure to ensure the vital maintenance works could be
completed and ClIr Brennan asked ClIr Beard to provide wording to
the Clerk to give formal endorsement for the works.

Clir King queried if the works would be taking place constantly over
the two weeks and Cllr Purpuri raised concern about the potential
risk that the works may take longer to complete if the diagnostic
stage notes the state of repair to be worse than expected. Clir Beard DB
AGREED to find out and would report back.

Following a discussion on the Hight Street speed humps, Clir
Brennan asked Cllr Beard to ensure his email to endorse the works,
included information ensuring that traffic calming measures are
reinstated to what is current best practice and noting there have
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been issues with the siting of the existing speed hump positions
which currently result in vibrations to the houses of local residents.
Clir Andrews also offered to find out which speed hump was the one
causing these issues.

SA

Clir Beard finally reported that the crossing by the George would also
be getting some attention as part of the project. ClIr Helps queried
signage regarding the road closure. Cllr Brennan asked for the
drafted email to ensure appropriate signage will be present to warn
drivers of the High Street closure at all points and this will include
alternative routes / diversionary options. Finally, Clir Beard noted
that Simon Morrisey was liasing with Highways England, regarding
the flooding issues on the A36 and he would follow this up. DB

2020/067 Group Reports

a) Planning & Conservation

Clir King reported on the outcome of recent applications, new
applications received, planning applications awaiting a decision and
briefly talked over the planning application plans for the Methodist
Church and 16 Tyning Road.

The planning application for an agricultural storage building at New
Leaf Farm was raised by ClIr King. It was noted that feedback, in
response to the application had been submitted by the Bathampton
Parish Council Planning Group to planning Services at BANES to meet
the given response deadline and in this instance, due to the timing of
the Parish meeting, a full Parish Council discussion hadn’t taken
place. It was further noted that Clirs King and Brennan and the Clerk
had previous conversations with the owner of New Leaf farm and
Clir Kevin Guy who were both displeased with the comments
submitted by Bathampton Parish Council on the application and
queried the decision making process of the Parish Council.

Clir King reported that whilst the planning group had no objections
to the planning application, they had noted inaccuracies in the
application and it lacked information to support the planning
application because it would be built on a green belt area. ClIr
Ardrey further reported that there had been a recent development
application on the site to convert a barn to three dwellings which
had been granted. No case had been made for the application for
the new barn.

Following a detailed discussion and in view of additional information
having been acquired on the application, the Parish Council
unanimously AGREED that they had no objections or concerns,
regarding the planning application and Clir King would submit a LK
further response to the planning officer at BANES. CliIr King also
AGREED to update the owner of New Leaf Farm on these recent
discussions. It was also felt that the decision-making process, met LK
the Council’s legal obligations although care needed to be taken
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when the time available for the response to an application did not
coincide with a meeting In this case the planning group would
consider the circumstances and ask for an extension if needed.

b) Highways

Clir Andrews reported that the Severance Survey is currently with
Clir Sarah Warren and she would update Clir Andrews as and when
she had an update. CllIr King reported that she had completed an SA
action from last month’s meeting, regarding showing Fiona Powell
the Severance study. ClIr King noted that Fiona agreed with the
content of the study and asked to be kept in the loop on the Parish
Council’s discussions with Highways England.

c) Footpaths

Clir Mayo reported that the footpaths are now in need of cutting and
is he is currently awaiting confirmation from BANES that is ok to
proceed with the cuts in view of Covid-19. Cllr Mayo would continue
to follow this up. There was nothing further to report.

d) Leisure & Amenities

Clir Helps noted that the allotment plots needed remeasuring and
plot costs would need reviewing for next year. ClIr Helps and the
Clerk AGREED to follow this up and report back. There was nothing
further to report.

e) Policy & Finance JH/Clerk

There was nothing additional to report.

2020/068 Open Forum

There was nothing further to report.

2020/069 Date of Next Meeting. Thursday 18 June 2020, 7:30pm.

Due to Covid-19 and for the safety of everyone concerned, this
meeting is expected to be held virtually unless Government advice
suggests otherwise.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:35pm

] 141 1Yo F
Chair
Date: 18! June 2020
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