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Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th September 2020 

Virtual meeting held via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllrs M. Brennan (MB) (Chair), L. King (LK), J. Helps (JH), D. Mayo (DM), D. Beard (DB), G. Ardrey (GA), 

A.Purpuri (AP), K. Lutteroth and Clerk L. Daly. Bob Ford, Parish Warden from the Avon district of the Cotswold 
AONB also joined the meeting. 

                   No members of the public in attendance. 

 
 Actions 

Actions struck through are complete 

2020/104 Apologies: Apologies received from Cllr S. Andrews   

2020/105 Bob Ford – Cotswold Warden - Update  

 The Chair welcomes Bob Ford to the meeting and invited him to provide the 
Council with an update.  

Bob Ford introduced himself as Bathampton’s new Parish Warden, who had 
recently taken over from David Wright. Bob provided an update on the works 
that had been completed over the last few weeks, including the clearance of a 
fallen tree and branch removal, the fixing of steps and handrails, new fencing, 
new waymarker posts and the tree felling of a dangerous tree.  The Council 
thanked Bob for all their hard work.  

Bob Further noted an email which had been sent to the Clerk, a couple of days 
prior to the meeting, regarding tree planting opportunities with the Cotswold 
Conservation Board and for the Council to let him know if there was an 
opportunity to plant within the parish. The Clerk acknowledged the 
communication and noted that she would circulate the email to all Cllr’s 
following the meeting.  

Cllr Brennan queried whether the wardens manage non private public rights of 
way footpaths, referring specifically to the Bathampton and Hengrove Woods. 
An in-depth discussion was had, regarding the land ownership, noting that the 
pathways were not maintained and fallen trees had not been removed. Bob 
Ford reported that if it is a permissive path, it would be looked at and he 
AGREED to try and find out who owns the land and what action can be taken to 
get them maintained due to safety issue concerns for woodland users.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Ford 

2020/106 Declarations of interest  

 There were none.  

2020/107 Minutes of the previous meeting  

 The Minutes of the meeting held on the 16th July had been circulated. They 
were AGREED and APPROVED. Due to the meeting being conducted virtually, 
the Chair of the Parish Council was unable to sign the Minutes and would do so 
when feasibly possible.  

MB 

2020/108 Review of actions carried forward from previous meetings  

 It was noted that the financial standing orders, action a would be reviewed 
after the Standing Orders had been finalised.  
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Cllr Beard reported that he has spoken to Highways England (HE) who informed 
him that a team had been in and cleaned the gullies on the A36. It was not yet 
clear whether the works were sufficient to resolve the problems.  

Cllr Beard further noted that he spoken to BANES Highways drainage who 
highlighted a jurisdictional issue, as the flooding on the A36 is being caused by 
surface run off from Bathampton Down that blocks the gullies and drains. 

It was reported by Cllr Beard that BANES had completed a survey to identify the 
ditches that need clearing, with the ones at the top of Bathampton Lane being 
highlighted as problematic. It was further noted that BANES will be putting in a 
request for a temporary road closure of Bathampton Lane, to commence early 
2021 to enable a further survey to be completed.  It was concluded that the 
flooding issue has been recognised, but as it’s an issue being beyond the 
control of HE, it’s been acknowledged by BANES who accept responsibility and 
who are now taking steps to resolve them.  

Cllr Brennan reported that the data and information on traffic volumes through 
the village had been forwarded to Cllr Beard, action n, which could now be 
removed. 

2020/109 Finance  

 a)   Financial Report for July & August 2020  

 This had been circulated previously.  

  Table 1  

 The clerk referred to her report and noted the cash movement summary 
for July & August. It was noted that the cash movement was much higher in 
July due to larger expenses that month, including the invoices for the street 
lighting, grass cutting, HMRC and the Handyman’s cumulative expenses.   

After a brief discussion, the Clerk AGREED to split the grass cutting costs 
between the allotments and playing fields to make the allotment running 
costs more visible.   

Cllr Lutteroth asked for further information on the grants to village 
organisations. Cllr Brennan agreed to forward on the details.  

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

MB 

 Table 2  

 Transactions from the 1st July up to the 31st August 2020 were noted.   

 Table 3   

 In addition to the items listed within the report, the Clerk noted a new 
invoice received from the Avon Local Councils Association (ALCA) for the 
essential Councillor course attended by Cllrs Lutteroth and Beard, totalling 
£120. This was APPROVED for payment.  

The Clerk highlighted that the revised invoice for the website hosting for 
£60, covered the period of the 01/03/2016 to the 28/02/2020.  

The service expense for the leaf blower was queried as the cost was quite 
high. After a brief discussion it was concluded that the Council could look to 
buy the Handyman a replacement leaf blower if the current one continues 
to breakdown.  
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Cllr Brennan queried the VAT on the Canal & River Trust invoice. The Clerk 
AGREED to double check after the meeting and would update the Council.  

Finally, Cllr Mayo queried the ICO, GDPR registration fee. It was noted by 
the Clerk that the £35 payment is mandatory and is the minimal payment 
that organisations can pay.   

Following a discussion of the listed expenditure on the Financial Report, 
they were all APPROVED for payment. 

Clerk 

 The report was APPROVED by the Council and would be signed by Cllr 
Brennan when feasibly possible to do so.     

MB 

 b)   Clerk’s report  

 The Clerk’s Report covering everything from the previous meeting (16th July 
2020) had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

The Clerk reported that an invoice had now been raised, regarding the 
Parish Agency Agreement 2020 and this had been sent to BANES on the 15th 
September for payment.  

The Clerk referred to the Playground Inspection report for August 2020 
which had been received and highlighted the items noted as being a high or 
medium risk. The loose bar on the chin up bar, the loose bolts on both sides 
of the balance beam, the parallel bars, and the clearance of the moss from 
the playground surface, had been dealt with by the Handyman.  

Other issues raised were regarding the worn cable of the Aerial run which 
needs lifting, replacement of the aerial run platform, the need to replace 
the concrete under the playground benches, surface gaps that need filling 
/patching and on-going issues with the rope of the basket swing. The Clerk 
further noted that quotes for these repairs were being followed up with 
Hags and GB Sports and Leisure.  

Following a discussion it was unanimously agreed that the concrete under 
the bench was not essential, especially in view that the plans for the 
Playground project would involve moving the benches and the wear and 
tear of the concrete, was not currently posing a safety concern. The other 
items were noted as needing to be addressed. The Clerk AGREED to follow 
up with the suppliers and would circulate comparable quotes for Council 
approval on receipt, to enable the works to be carried out as soon as 
possible.    

The Clerk referred to some issues which she had raised with the Canal and 
Rivers Trust (CRT) and which had now been forwarded onto Robert Eaton 
from the CRT. Key issues were regarding  1) The over-flowing of rubbish 
within the wooden locked compound, designated for use by people living 
on & travelling the Canal and from the red bins situated on the canal path, 
adjacent to the Primary school and a reported rat infestation, as a result of 
this. 2) Biffa lorries collecting the rubbish from the red bins during the 
school run, raising safety issues as they reverse onto the road where school 
children cross. Cllr King offered additional help from the School on this 
matter should it be needed.  

The Clerk also referred to an email received from a local resident, regarding 
the placing of a memorial bench on Jubilee Gardens. It was noted that as 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Bathampton Parish Council  Minutes from 17.09.20 
 

 

4/8 
 

it’s not on BANES land, BANES no longer have any involvement in installing 
or maintaining it. As Bathampton Parish Council don’t have the 
infrastructure in place to install and maintain the bench, it was AGREED by 
the Council that the Clerk should contact the Bathampton resident and ask 
them to consider placing the bench on the other side of the Canal which 
would be on BANES land and for them to make contact directly.   

The Clerk noted that the Law confirms that public access to remote 
meetings should now be published on the calling noticeboards and website. 
Whilst the agenda is posted on the website and the Clerk highlighted that 
the agenda had been placed in the noticeboard by the shop, the Council 
AGREED that the October meeting Agenda should be published on all 5 
noticeboards within the village.  

The Clerk updated everyone on progress, following letters having been sent 
out to residents of the Chestertons and Holcombe Close, asking them to 
maintain their hedges and trees and to remove weeds from the A36 
pathway due to it becoming narrow and unsafe for pedestrians. It was 
reported that most people had cut their trees back and cleared the 
pavement. Number 6 of the Chestertons had written back asking whether it 
was his responsibility to clear the pathway as he is unable to carry out this 
work himself. It was AGREED that the Clerk should draft a letter back to him 
noting that it is his responsibility, but the Council would ask the village 
Handyman to clear it in this instance but they would need to do this in 
future when they get their trees cut back in the winter. It was noted that 
the Clerk needs to advise the Handyman to clear the weeds with a shovel 
rather than using chemicals. It was further noted that Number 7 had 
confirmed that they would clear the pavement, which had not as yet been 
completed. 

Regarding visibility concerns on the steps leading from Miller walk down to 
Bathampton Lane, it was confirmed by Cllr Beard that BANES can add white  
lines around the concealed access point and that they would also look to 
locate some appropriate signage. Cllr Beard reported Issues with a buddleia 
bush, blocking visibility to the right. It was agreed that the Clerk should 
send a letter to the landowner, asking for this to be cut back, noting that 
BANES safety officer has said it is an encumbrance. The Clerk also agreed to 
email back the concerned resident to advise that white line and signage will 
be added to help improve safety at the crossing. 

The rough sleepers on the land at Hampton House was noted but it was 
concluded that Cllr Andrews was following this up.  

Following correspondence to check the battery and pads on the 
defibrillator, it was concluded that it was being maintained and no further 
action was required by the Parish Council.  

Finally, the Clerk referred to a letter received from the CPRE Avon & Bristol 
asking Bathampton Parish Council to consider making an additional 
donation. It was agreed that the Council would not allocate any additional 
funds.   

Cllr King queried the correspondence, which requested for information on 
the hard surface of the canal. The clerk reported that an email had been 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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sent back but there was no knowledge as to who they are and why they 
required the information.  

2020/110 Playground Project     

 The Clerk referred to her Clerk’s report which detailed the revised plan and 
timings for applying for the grant applications. The full Council agreed that they 
were happy with this new approach.  

After a discussion it was agreed that the Council would be happy to budget 
£4.5k towards the playground Project next Financial Year, which would include 
£2,957 from left over CIL money. It was further noted that quotes for the 
playground had been received, but further liaising with the chosen suppliers 
was required to achieve designs that the working group were happy with.  

Cllr Lutteroth queried whether a design consultation would be worthwhile. 
After a discussion it was agreed that once final designs had been obtained, a 
consultation with the community utilising the channels used to obtain the 
survey feedback and possibly placing design plans at the village hall and on 
Teams system for the primary school would be useful.  

Finally, it was suggested that the Clerk should contact Emma from the village 
hall playgroup to get her feedback, utilising her expertise in outdoor play as 
well as using the concepts in view of the climate emergency, i.e. making it 
environmentally friendly where possible, the choice in material and 
sustainability.  

 

 

 

 

                   
Clerk/KL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

2020/111 Equalities and Diversity Policy   

 Cllr Brennan referenced the Equalities and Diversity Policy that had previously 
been circulated with notes added by the Clerk for discussion. A debate on the 
contents of the policy was discussed. Before agreeing the appropriate wording 
for the policy, It was agreed that the Clerk would look to amend the NALC 
template document and this would then be reviewed against Paulton Parish 
Council’s policy, which Cllr Lutteroth highlighted as being a good example, a 
more positive and readable statement. A full Council decision would then be 
made on which wording for the policy would be adopted.  

Cllr Beard also offered to get a legal view on the policy. 

 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DB 
2020/112 Standing Orders   

 Subject to amending the Index, the Council confirmed that they were happy to 
adopt the new Standing Orders. Cllr Brennan noted that they would be 
reviewed at each Annual General meeting. The Clerk agreed to amend the 
Index.  

 
Clerk 

 
 
 

2020/113 Speeding and traffic volumes on Bathampton High Street    

 Cllr Beard provided an update and noted that historical data had been received 
and whilst there wasn’t a dramatic increase in volumes over the last 10 years, 
speeding through the High Street was an on-going issue. Cllr Beard reported 
that a consultation with High Street residents had been undertaken and there 
was an agreement that something needed to be done. Discussions have been 
made with BANES, with BANES investigating placing heavy tolls for lorries on 
the Cleveland bridge, to free up capacity so that more cars travel that route, 
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rather than driving through Bathampton village. It was however noted that the 
impact this would have on Bathampton village would be minimal.  

After a brief discussion, Cllr Brennan suggested that it was worth asking BANES 
why it’s not viable for the High Street to be a Liveable Neighbourhood, which 
had been suggested previously. Cllr Beard agreed to follow this up. Finally, Cllr 
Purpuri offered to take a look at the data and Cllr Beard agreed to forward this 
over to him. 

 
 
 

DB 
 

DB 
 

 
2020/114 Bathampton Toll Bridge Weir  

 Cllr King reported that communication had been made with General Estates Co, 
the Toll Bridge and The Bathampton Mill, regarding putting money towards the 
rescue cabinet. Cllr King noted there had been no response to date despite 
following these up. It was further noted that the Ward Cllr from Larkhall Parish 
Council had agreed to put money towards this equipment but Batheaston 
Parish Council had taken the proposal to a meeting and it was agreed not to 
support this initiative.  

It was further noted that Ward Cllrs Sarah Warren and Kevin Guy were trying to 
locate additional funds from BANES to help fund this safety equipment.  

It was finally noted that a new sign had been placed on the Toll Bridge by 
General Estates Co which no one on the Council had to date viewed. It was 
queried whether Cllr Andrews had followed up on a discussion with the CRT to 
see if they could contribute toward the river safety equipment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA 
 

2020/115 Bathampton Village Shop   

 A discussion was had on the issues associated with the shop that are impacting 
on the community. It was noted by Cllr Mayo that the fans were apparently 
reported to be under the 30 Decibel level and the Spar would not be taking any 
action regarding this. It was agreed that the Parish Council would step back on 
this matter as Cllr Mayo was directly following this up with BANES.  

After a detailed discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk would draft a letter to 
the Spar shop owner and note that during the licencing meeting, the Spar 
agreed that no deliveries would be made to the premises before 8am. It was 
noted that deliveries were consistently being made between 7am – 7.30am. It 
was agreed that the issues needed to be addressed, to avoid them being in 
breach of their licence agreement. It was further noted that this should include 
bin lorries. The issue  of the community feeling that it is not Covid-19 secure 
would also be included, asking them to look at placing a  one way system 
around the shop to allow for social distancing as the current system doesn’t 
work effectively, installing a screen and to include hand sanitiser on entry and 
exit which are not in place but detailed within the Spar’s Covid-19 Guidance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

2020/116 Ongoing Items  

  Avon Wildlife, the Meadows, Cycle Track & Weir 

Cllr King gave an update on the Meadows Alliance working group, the National 
Trust & Meadows.  

 
 
 
 

  Clean Air Zone.  
There was nothing to report. It was AGREED by the Council that this item would 
be removed from the Agenda. 
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  BPC’s Digital presence. 

Cllr Purpuri reported that the Bathampton Parish Council website had been 
updated, the website had moved to a new provider enabling an SSL certificate 
to be acquired and an accessibility statement has been included. It was 
concluded that the website should now be compliant, and the website would 
be reviewed every 6 months.   

It was AGREED to remove BPC’S Digital Presence as an on-going item on the 
Agenda and to include a verbal update under Group Reports.  

 

  Drainage on the High Street and A36 

Cllr Beard reported that the feedback on the High Street resurfacing and 
drainage works was positive. It was agreed to remove drainage on the High 
Street as an on-going item on the Agenda.   

Cllr Helps noted three streetlights out on the Warminster Road. It was 
suggested that Cllr Helps should report these on fixmystreet.com  

 

 

 

 

 

  Climate Emergency 

It was agreed that due to Cllr Helps having much to report back on and with 
little remaining time left within the meeting, climate Emergency would be 
added as the first Agenda item, for October’s meeting. Cllr helps highlighted 
that a Drop Box folder had been set up and documents had been transferred 
into there for all Cllrs to review. A summary of key points from the climate 
conference had also been included.   

 

2020/117 Group Reports  

  Planning & Conservation 

Cllr King reported that two Zoom meetings had taken place within August, 
along with Cllr Brennan and the Clerk and feedback had been sent in response 
to planning applications for 5 Downside Close, 43 Warminster Road, Downside 
Close and Yew Tree barn. It was noted that there had been No objection to 
these applications, apart from Yew Tree Barn which the Council had objected to 
on several points.  

Cllr King referred to the new planning applications for 53 Hantone Hill, 23 
Holcombe Lane & Warwick House (which came in after the agenda was 
circulated) and reported that the planning group were proposing ‘No 
objections’ but recommended that 23 Holcombe Lane should have a screen 
high enough and obscured to prevent overlooking.  

Following a debate on the planning application for 45 Devonshire Road, the 
planning working group agreed to amend their proposed feedback to say that 
the Council have ‘no objection’ to the building works but with condition that 
there should always be two on-site parking spaces as per placemaking plan 
standard for a 3 bed house.  

Subject to amending the feedback for 45 Devonshire Road, the planning 
applications were APPROVED by the full Council.  
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 Highways 

There was nothing to report in the absence of Cllr Andrews 

 Footpaths 

There was nothing additional to report 

 Leisure & Amenities 
 
In addition to the report circulated ahead of the meeting, Cllr Helps noted that 
there may be the need to replace some of the allotment fencing but would 
update on this as and when required.  
 

 Policy & Finance 

There was nothing additional to report.  

 

 

           

2020/118 Open Forum  

 Cllr Helps wished to thank the village Hall community for all their hard work in 
keeping something going during these challenging times.   

Cllr King gave a brief update on the return to school and raised the issues of 
delayed Covid-19 testing which would keep children out of school for longer. It 
was additionally noted that building works had now been completed. 

The Issue of children and parents at the playground not socially distancing was 
briefly discussed. It was agreed that this would be reviewed in view of recent 
Government announcements, and new revised signage may need to be put up 
to help address this issue. The Clerk agreed to monitor this.      

Following a query from a Bathampton resident, Cllr Mayo queried why the bus 
service into Bathampton does not run on Saturdays which came into place 
following the Covid-19 lockdown. No communication had been received on 
this. Cllr Brennan AGREED to write to BANES to find out when the bus service 
would resume.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MB 

2020/119 Date of next meeting.  Thursday 15th October 2020, 7:30pm.  

Due to Covid-19 and for the safety of everyone concerned, this meeting is 
expected to be held virtually.   

 

       There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.22 pm  

 

Signed:   ................................................................................  

Chair 

Date: 15th October 2020 

 


